
 

June 22, 2018 

Dear Friends, 

It was another wonderful and productive week for Mercy McAuley High School. 
Students, faculty and staff worked to prepare for the school's opening and continued 
to serve and share the mission of Catherine McAuley throughout communities 
scattered around the country.  

Five Mercy students recently returned from a mission trip to Laredo, Texas, with AIM 
(Alive in Mercy) led by Sister Marjorie Rudemiller, to visit Sisters of Mercy ministries 
there. They enjoyed working with children who have experienced domestic violence, 
and they also helped supervise children while their mothers or grandmothers 
attended a support group meeting. The students spent time in the education center, 
food pantry, clothing closet, and health clinic. It was eye-opening for them to 
experience areas that do not have water, garbage pick-up and other amenities most 
of us take for granted.  

In Cincinnati, a group of 12 Mercy and 
McAuley students participated in an 
experience hosted by St. Vincent de Paul’s 
Ozanam Center for Service Learning. They 
engaged in activities designed to connect 
them to the lived realities of many of our 
neighbors relating to social justice issues. 
 
Their activities included meeting residents of 
Shelterhouse, hearing firsthand from a 
gentleman who had experienced 
homelessness, working in a community 
garden, cooking a family meal with limited 
funds as provided by SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, or Food 
Stamps), and playing with children at Santa 
Maria’s Family Center.  
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Another group of Mercy students, led by teacher Bob Bonicci, traveled to 
Pocahontas, West Virginia, and worked with Sisters of Mercy ministries in the 
beautiful but struggling mountain community near Pipestem State Park.  

Closer to home, the summer camps are in full swing. This week both Babysitting 
Camp and Fun Camp welcomed young people from the Cincinnati community. They 
are learning useful childcare information while trying new games and activities 
around the Cincinnati area, highlighted by a trip to Washington Park splash plaza. 
Skills camps for aspiring volleyball and basketball athletes of all ages filled the 
courts. Lacrosse and soccer camps are soon to follow. As well, open gym times for 
basketball and volleyball are giving hopeful future Wolves a chance to hone their 
skills and meet new teammates 

The word on uniforms is “minor delay.” The shipment from the fair-trade 
manufacturing facility in the Dominican Republic cleared U.S. Customs last week. 
The uniforms traveled to a distribution center in Arkansas to be loaded on trucks, 
which now are wending their way to Cincinnati, due to arrive in two or three days. 
Uniforms will be in the Educational Outfitters retail stores for voucher pickup or 
purchase by late next week. You may want to phone the store for delivery 
confirmation before going. Hours, telephone numbers and locations are printed on 
the vouchers. 

Laptop computer distribution is set to begin in late July. Students signed up for a 
specific orientation and pick-up appointment in the spring. If you have forgotten your 
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scheduled appointment time or need to reschedule, please contact John Allgeier at 
allgeierj@mercymcauley.org . 

The building renovations are on schedule. The grounds are being shaped to 
accommodate new landscaping and the return of the Catherine and Mary statues 
from their “spa” treatments to grace the front lawn of Mercy McAuley as visual 
testament to who and what we are about. Inside, the hallways are sporting freshly 
painted gray lockers with orange highlights along the walls. Classrooms are 
sparkling from their deep cleaning, and some faculty already are beginning to move 
in. Caravans of trucks will begin next week to transport supplies, furniture, books, 
and legacy treasures between the two buildings.  

The excitement is building, and hundreds of folks are making it happen. We are 
humbled and grateful for the spirit of commitment and cooperation exhibited by all.  

Peace and blessings to all, 

Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mother of Mercy 
students with Sister 
Patricia Pepitone in 
Belmont, North 
Carolina, where they 
engaged in service at 
several Mercy 
ministries.  
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