
 

September 8, 2017 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

Who doesn’t enjoy a field trip? Last week, Transition Committee members Kathy 
Schnier, Wayne Morse and Tom Otten visited BeauVerre Riordan Studios in 
Middletown, Ohio. You may recognize the name of this renowned stained-glass 
company, which currently is creating glass for the new Xavier University chapel. 
Established in 1838, it is the oldest continuously operating stained-glass studio in 
the country. 
 
Since we began the 
work to create Mercy 
McAuley High School, 
the Sisters of Mercy 
have voiced a desire to 
incorporate iconic 
pieces from each 
existing school into the 
design of the new one. 
The Legacy and Ritual 
Committee, chaired by 
Kathy Schnier, has 
been working diligently 
with individuals from 
both schools, as well 
as with many sisters, 
to identify items for 
that list. Toward the 
top of nearly 
everyone’s list is the 
incredibly beautiful 
stained glass in the 
central staircase of 
Mother of Mercy High 
School. 
 

Many considered moving this glass an impossible dream, but not Kathy and her 
committee. Never, never assume. Instead, investigate, ask questions, seek expert 
opinions, then pray for help and support. Through a series of connections, Kathy  
 
 

Stained glass in the central staircase of Mother of Mercy. 



 
 
 
learned of BeauVerre, one of only a handful of companies in the U.S. that specialize 
in such work, and arranged for owner Jay Moorman to visit Mercy and McAuley on 
July 19.  
 

He determined that the stained-glass window at Mercy is in excellent condition and 
can indeed be moved. In addition, Mr. Moorman visited the Oakwood campus to 
identify potential installation sites which would provide a spectacular welcome to 
visitors at the new school. Finally, our tour of the BeauVerre studios last week 
confirmed the quality of artistry and craftsmanship we would receive during the 
restoration and installation of Mercy’s window. 
 

It will not be easy, quick or inexpensive, but it will be meaningful—and that makes 
the effort worthwhile. Some of the other items under consideration for the new 
school include the statues of Catherine McAuley at McAuley High and Our Lady of 
Mercy at Mercy High, the Mercy shield from the garden of St. Joseph at Mercy, the 
named bricks at both schools, and a short list of art works and religious symbols.  
 

We are in awe of the vision, creativity and determination of those who have 
volunteered their time to serve on the various committees making recommendations 
for Mercy McAuley. Their collaborative efforts, to refresh Mercy education for the 
future, truly reflect the spirit of Catherine McAuley. We are blessed. 
 

In Mercy,  
 

Tom Otten, chair     Wayne Morse 
Cindy Costello     Kathy Schnier 
Denise Krueger  
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Jay Moorman (left) shows Wayne Morse and Kathy Schnier work at BeauVerre 
Riordan Studios. 


