
 

 

 
September 1, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Members of the Identifier Subcommittee met with Madison Design in the McAuley 
library after school Monday. The Mercy and McAuley students presented their 
research findings and recommendations directly to the design professionals who are 
creating the brand for the new school. Jackie Roberto, Madison co-founder and a 
Mother of Mercy alumna, was as excited as the students about the meeting. 
 
Among the topics the subcommittee investigated were possible school colors and 
mascots, and the student presentation was superb. It was obvious immediately that 
they worked well as a team and mastered the research. They also were eloquent in 
their explanation and responded in detail to questions. Ms. Roberto asked if any of 
the students were considering design as a potential career choice and invited 
students to visit her business to see how a design firm works closely with clients to 
develop concepts, dialogue and images.  
 
The students had questions too, such as who picked the blue and yellow for the 
billboards? Jackie acknowledged that she had, then explained the reasoning. 
Because the billboards were scheduled for July, and the colors for Mercy McAuley 
had not been chosen, a placeholder had to be picked. Many colors were rejected 
because they were identified with competitor schools. Madison circled back to colors 
that can be found in any student’s 
closet—Mercy’s blue/white or 
McAuley’s gold/burnt sienna. Blue 
and gold were chosen—temporarily, 
during this transitional time.  
 
Madison will incorporate the 
subcommittee’s findings into the 
design process, which eventually 
will narrow the color palette to three 
paired choices. Then the fun begins! 
The students at both schools will 
vote for their favorite color 
combination as well as their choice 
of the school mascot. Who better to 
pick the mascot and colors for the  
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new school than the students? They’ll have a blast doing it, owning the new school’s 
identity and supporting it for the rest of their lives! 
 
In Mercy,  
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier  
 
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yard signs like this one will 
begin appearing in area 
neighborhoods in mid-
September. 


