
 

August 25, 2017 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

On Wednesday evening, the five athletics subcommittees gathered for a discovery 
meeting. The purpose was to hear the recommendations of each group and to gauge 
whether the ideas support one another and would provide excellent opportunities for 
student-athletes. What we heard was impressive. The chairpersons, Caryl Schawe and 
Denise Harvey, will send those recommendations to the Transition Committee within 
days, and the committee, in turn, will work with school administrators to ensure there 
are minimal overlaps and no conflicts. Then we will forward the recommendations to the 
Sisters of Mercy for final review. 
 

As the meeting closed, a subcommittee member asked Tom Otten, chair of the 
Transition Committee, a question: “My friends keep asking us for reasons to believe. 
Why should my daughter in grade school consider Mercy McAuley?” 
 

Here is Tom’s response: 
Currently we have two amazingly successful high schools that have provided 
excellent Mercy education for generations. The Sisters of Mercy have consistently said 
that Mercy McAuley will combine the best features of the existing schools, and our 
primary filter for every decision has been “Is it in the best interest of the students?”  
 

In all my years in Catholic education, I have never witnessed an effort like this one—
intentionally designing every aspect of a high school from the ground up. Schools 
normally do not have the opportunity, the need, the time or the people to undertake an 
effort of this magnitude. Other schools may add a course, a program or change the 
number of periods in a day, all of which are good, but nothing compared to the 
preparation for Mercy McAuley. Through the efforts of students, parents, faculty, 
alumnae and members of the school communities, the foundation for Mercy McAuley is 
deeper and wider than anything of which I’m aware.  
 

If you need a reason to believe, look to those who helped dig the foundation, sketch the 
blueprint and erect the framework through their work on these committees. They have 
given their best and deserve our thanks for a job well done—above and beyond the call. 

 

In Mercy,  
 

Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
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