
 

 
August 11, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
At McAuley High School’s opening staff workshop this week, Connie Kampschmidt, 
associate principal, gave a thumbnail sketch of Mercy education in Cincinnati, tying 
it in perfectly with today’s ongoing transition. Since 1859, the Sisters of Mercy have 
sponsored schools in Cincinnati. They initially operated Our Lady of Mercy High 
School in Cincinnati’s old west-end. As the city’s population shifted, the sisters 
opened Mother of Mercy on Werk Road in 1915. During the mid-1940s, Our Lady of 
Mercy High School closed her doors. Then McAuley High School opened in 1960 to 
welcome the arrival of baby boomers. And in 2018 Mercy secondary education will 
continue—as Mercy McAuley High School. 
 
Each day it becomes more evident that the schools are coming to life quickly —
senior retreats at Mercy, freshman orientation days at McAuley, teachers decorating 
their classrooms, and athletic teams gearing up for their seasons. Although the 
students have enjoyed their summers, they are happy to be back. School is the 
center of their activities—learning from favorite teachers and classes, being with 
teammates and classmates, working together on service projects, taking part in 
drama and musical productions, or planning dances or immersion trips. For teens, 
there is nothing better than being part of something—especially something that 
helps you grow as a person. Mercy schools are renowned for welcoming all students 
and challenging them to discover and develop their God-given talents. 
 
With the new school year, there is growing curiosity surrounding Mercy McAuley in 
2018. Next week the combined staffs of Mercy and McAuley will gather for a 
presentation on proposals for the academic structure of the new school. We have 
invited parents to a similar presentation in the evening. The proposals are the results 
of thousands of hours of research, discovery, dialogue, and compromise by 
hundreds of volunteers. The sisters gave us one primary directive—do what is best 
for the students! We believe the proposals do just that.  
 
At the beginning of every meeting, we open with the Prayer for Guidance by 
Catherine McAuley, and one particular line comes to mind: 
 

“Holy Wisdom, guide us in the choices we must make …”   
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We have faith that the Holy Spirit did not get a break this summer because our 
committees worked hard to plan well for the future of Mercy education in Cincinnati. 
 
Thank you for your continued interest and for your support. 

 
In Mercy, 
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger 
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier  
 
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
 

 


