
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July 21, 2017 

 
Dear Friends, 

 
On Monday, Denise Krueger and Kathy Schnier of the Mercy McAuley Transition 
Committee met with respected professors from local universities regarding 
recommendations from the academic subcommittees. Then Tuesday, in the first of 
two planned marathon sessions, the Transition Committee and school 
administrators reviewed those subcommittees’ recommendations with an eye on 
several priorities. First: What is best for the students, followed by secondary, yet 
very important, filters: Are the proposed models affordable and sustainable? We 
plan to conclude the review next week. Then the Transition Committee will forward 
the academic recommendations to the Sisters of Mercy and the MECC Board for 
their input, discussion, revision, eventual decision, and approval. 

 
The Student Life Committee met in McAuley’s cafeteria early Wednesday. Dozens 
of Mercy and McAuley students were present and have become friends with one 
another through their work on the five subcommittees—Student Government and 
Activities, Identifier Items, Clubs and Organizations, Fine Arts, and Family Program 
and Flex Time. Since school adjourned for the summer, these dedicated students 
have volunteered their time to create incredible recommendations for the new 
school. 

 
The subcommittees have carefully compared attributes of each school, then noted 
the commonalities and differences. The committee recommendations listed features 
members would like to see in the new school. Those range from dances to retreats, 
from flex time to student government. The students even chimed in on their 
preference for a uniform style, although that recommendation will await the voice of 
the combined student bodies later in the fall. 

 
Subcommittees under Athletics, Spiritual Life and Legacy-Rituals also met this 
week, churning out ideas and discussing options while having a lot of fun as they 
enjoy working together. As we witness the labor of love of hundreds of committee 
volunteers this summer, a couple of quotes come to mind. “Anything worth doing 
is worth doing right.” And, “If it were easy, everyone would do it.” 

 
A survey link will be emailed to parents, students, alumnae, and faculty-staff soon. 
The surveys are another opportunity to voice your thoughts, suggestions and 



dreams in the formation of the brand for Mercy McAuley High School. Please 
take the opportunity to contribute your thoughts—the students will benefit. 

 
In Mercy, 

 
Tom Otten, chair 
Cindy Costello 
Denise Krueger 
Wayne Morse 
Kathy Schnier 
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The Student Life Committee—composed of students from Mother of Mercy and 
McAuley high schools—met on Wednesday. Thanks to their work together, 
students have formed new friendships. 


