
 

October 13, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We’re very excited that the Open House for Mercy McAuley will be this Sunday, 
October 15. All are welcome to drop by for a visit and learn more about what is 
planned for the 2018-2019 school year. Student ambassadors from Mother of Mercy 
and McAuley will be on hand. Grade-school students who attend will receive a 
unique T-shirt with the now-familiar tag line, “You belong here,” and a likeness of the 
red door at House of Mercy, which Catherine McAuley founded in 1824 in Dublin, 
Ireland. Today the roots of Mercy education are well established throughout the 
world. 
 
Attached to this letter, you’ll find responses to the questions posed following the 
Parent Night program in August. 
 
Below are a few important announcements that will be highlighted at the Open 
House. 

• Tuition for next year will be held at this year’s rate—$11,275. 

• The tech device will be the PC-tablet for all students except the members of 
the Class of 2019 matriculating from Mother of Mercy (current juniors). 

o Mercy 2019 students will be permitted to continue to use the iPad at 
the $100/year rate.  

o All other students will use the PC-tablet at a rate of $450/year. 

• Everything continues on schedule to announce Mercy McAuley leadership by 
Thanksgiving. The pool of applicants, which exceeded 60, has been 
narrowed to the single digits. The process continues. 

• A meeting is planned for families who currently have daughters enrolled in 
Mercy or McAuley to provide the Open House information to them about the 
new school. This meeting is scheduled for the evening of Tuesday, October 
24 at the Oakwood Campus. Administrators and the Transition Committee will 
be present.  

• On Thursday, Jackie Roberto, co-owner of Madison Design, met with the 
students and faculty of both schools to give them a glimpse into the world of 
graphic design. In her presentation, about an hour on each campus, Jackie 
explained the science (and the fiction) involved with design work, how 
subliminal messages can and do influence us, and the complicated steps in 
working toward a final recommendation for a graphic design. 
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• The students also were treated to a preview of the architectural renderings 
being proposed for the Oakwood campus. These will be on display at the 
Open House. 
 

Thank you for your belief in the beauty, the power and effectiveness of Mercy 
education. It has spread from Baggot Street to countries around the world. The 
Sisters of Mercy have focused on educating young women for more than 190 years, 
and Mercy McAuley will carry that mission forward in Cincinnati in 2018 and beyond.  
 
 
In Mercy,  
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
 
 
Attached: Frequently Asked Questions  



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

1. Why the name change?   

Mercy McAuley High School really will be a “new” school. Everything from academics, 
scheduling, curriculum, athletics, fine arts, clubs, etc., has been re-thought and re-envisioned to 
provide a best-in-class experience for the students.  A new school, a new name! 

2. Will there be adequate well-trained staff to handle the variety and complexity of 
courses, schedules and programs? 

We are committed to hiring the best staff possible, drawn from the existing faculty at the two 
current schools and supplemented as necessary to fulfill our goals of exceptional individual and 
experiential learning for the young women we serve. 

3. When will the leadership be announced? 

Both the president and principal of Mercy McAuley High School will be announced in November 
2017. 

4. A new schedule has been proposed that is different from the schedules currently 
in use at Mercy and McAuley. What are the strengths of the schedule and how does 
it fit the vision of the new school? 

The schedule was designed to provide students flexibility to customize their course selections to 
their particular interests. In addition, the T.E.A. (Time for Educational Advancement) is a 
"schedule within a schedule." T.E.A. will afford each student additional educational, experiential 
and service opportunities that are best suited for their interests and career aspirations. For 
those students who have not narrowed down their career/ future path, the schedule provides 
them the flexibility to explore various interests through coursework, online learning and blended 
learning. 

5. How will students maximize the enrichment (T.E.A.) periods? 

All students will work with their counselors to create a schedule within their schedule. 
Parameters and requirements for these periods are being developed by faculty and 
administrators to assist in this process. 

It takes a significant amount of time to establish the necessary structure and partnerships for a 
new Women In program. At this time, there is not a plan to add additional Women In programs 
for 2018-19. The recommendation of the Academic Committee was to explore the possibility of 
adding programs over time. 

6. Will Pathways be flexible to allow for student exploration? 

We recognize that not every student knows what “path” they want to follow when they are 
entering high school. The pathways are optional and non-restrictive, meaning a student may 
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change pathways. If a student does not wish to choose a pathway, they may explore various 
disciplines by choosing from a wide variety of electives. 

7. What is the thinking of only two tracks? Does this affect student options? 

A main focus of the new school is individualized learning. While most people think of this as 
being the courses a student chooses to take, you may also think of individualized learning as 
meeting the needs of each individual student within any given class. Having only two tracks 
makes scheduling courses easier for students by providing additional sections of courses. 

8. Will additional Women In programs be available in 2018-2019? 

Developing the Women In programs takes some time to develop the programs and 
partnerships. At this time, there is not a plan to add additional Women In programs for 2018-
19. The recommendation of the academic committee was to explore the possibility of adding 
additional programs over time. 

9. Will the "family structure" exist at Mercy McAuley High School? 

Yes. The family structure will be included. In the coming months the faculty and administration 
will be working to clearly articulate the expectations and outcomes of the family structure to 
align with the Portrait of a Mercy Woman (formerly the Portrait of a Graduate.) 

10. Are online courses required? Why? 

Online courses are not required in year one. However, as many colleges and universities are 
utilizing online classes we believe that it is important to help prepare our students by instituting 
online and blended experiences in Mercy McAuley High School. 

11. Do online courses cost extra? 

Many online courses will be available at no additional fee. Depending on the availability of 
course material and licensing requirements, it may be necessary to consider a fee for some new 
courses.  

12. How will class rank be computed? 

Beginning with the class of 2020, Mercy McAuley will institute the Latin model of cum laude, 
magna cum laude and summa cum laude. This system, which is becoming more widespread, 
recognizes academic excellence at a variety of standardized levels beyond just valedictorian and 
salutatorian. The class of 2019 will have two valedictorians and two salutatorians with both 
schools represented in the two categories.  

13. Will two years or three years of foreign language be required/offered? 

The State of Ohio graduation requirements call for two years of foreign language study while 
many colleges require three years of foreign language. Mercy McAuley will offer four years. 
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14. What is AP research? 

AP Research is the second course in the AP Capstone program. AP Seminar is the prerequisite 
course for AP Research. AP Seminar focuses on developing the student's problem solving and 
analysis skills in the context of real world problems. Students will have the opportunity to 
present their findings individually as well as part of group through oral presentations and 
written essays. The AP Research course provides the student the opportunity to conduct a 
yearlong research project, under the guidance of a faculty member, on a problem/topic of their 
choosing. The student will not only complete a research paper, but will also present an oral 
defense of their project to a panel of evaluators. 

15. How do students plan their high school completion having come from different 
programs/ requirements? 

Guidance counselors will work with each student to tailor the completion of existing programs 
migrating from the two legacy schools. 

16. What if new prerequisites are added that cannot be accommodated in one year? 

Guidance counselors will work with each student to ensure that student needs are being met at 
Mercy McAuley High School. 

17. Why the Lenovo tablet? What is the improvement/need?  

The Lenovo tablet is used by a number of high schools in the Cincinnati area. It offers durability 
and performance to support student educational achievement needs. The Lenovo tablet offers a 
keyboard and a stylus for ease in writing and note taking. Mercy administration had previously 
reviewed student needs and feedback and had begun laying the ground work to move away 
from using iPads as the device at Mercy.  

18. Will Mercy iPad users be required to switch to the Lenovo tablet? 

For those students matriculating from Mercy to the new school 

• Class of 2019 (seniors) 
o Permitted to continue with the iPad ($100/year charge continues) 
o Or permitted to BYOD - bring your own device 
o Exploring option to purchase Mercy McAuley device at cost 
o Laptops available in library to check out for temporary use 

 
• Class of 2020 

o Lease a Lenovo tablet for two years 
  

• Class of 2021  
o Lease a Lenovo tablet for three years 
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