
 

August 4, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In mid-July, the Academic Committee presented their recommendations to the 
administrators and the Transition Committee. This mammoth effort by members of 
six subcommittees is thorough and creative in its design. Our deepest gratitude to 
the nearly 50 volunteers, mostly faculty members of Mother of Mercy and McAuley 
high schools, for their time, expertise, and thoughtful consideration in proposing an 
academic structure for the new school. By late July, the Transition Committee had 
ironed out a few “wrinkles” to fit all the pieces together into a solid proposal that is 
best for the students, as well as affordable and sustainable. 
 
Also in late July, the Spiritual Life Committee submitted their first draft for 
consideration while the Oakwood Campus Committee continued to compile a list of 
necessary actions with a timeline for completion so Mercy McAuley High School will 
open on schedule and be fully functional. The architectural firm that led us through 
the Future Casting exercise in June has begun work on renderings that could be 
used for fundraising for our new school. 
 
Hopefully, you have seen one of the new billboards for Mercy McAuley. They are the 
first phase of the awareness campaign emphasizing that Mercy McAuley will be 
open for the 2018-2019 school year! The awareness campaign will be followed by 
the recruiting campaign in about one month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One of several billboards now appearing throughout the Tristate area to raise awareness of the 
new Mercy McAuley High School. Each features students from Mercy and McAuley high schools. 
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There is a great deal of curiosity about the Mother of Mercy building and campus. 
Rest assured that no decision has been made about its future, other than it will 
serve as Mother of Mercy High School for the next school year. Beyond that, the 
Sisters of Mercy have said they will be respectful of the neighborhood and of the 
legacy of Mercy education that has flourished at the Werk Road campus for more 
than 100 years. Right now, our focus is on the students for the 2017-2018 school 
year. 
 
Granted there is much to do, but please know that hundreds of volunteers have 
been hard at work for the past several months laying the foundation and important 
work continues. The details of course offerings, school colors, the daily schedule, 
and retreats are all coming in due time.  
 
Schools are built for kids. When the students are on summer break and only the 
cleaning crew and a few others are around, the empty halls and classrooms seem to 
be catching their breath in preparation for the excitement of opening day. Soon, the  
cafeteria, classrooms and halls will be alive with the voices of young women on a 
mission—to prepare themselves for their futures. Tomorrow they will be 
professionals in their fields of choice, but today they are teenagers, friends, 
classmates, and teammates. 
 
Thank you for your support and for your prayers. 
 
In Mercy, 
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse 
Kathy Schnier  
 
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
  
 
 
 
 

 


