
 

 
September 15, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Shadowing is in full swing! Visitation by elementary students to high schools is a 
relatively recent phenomenon. Roughly 10 years ago, the Archdiocese eliminated 
the boundary system that had been in place for decades in an effort to honor and 
respect parental choice, allowing each family to choose the high school that best 
meets the needs of their daughters and sons. What followed was a natural 
outcome—shadowing, an opportunity for eighth-graders to attend high school 
classes and see how things really operate on a day-to-day basis. There is an old 
saying about not judging someone until you’ve walked a mile in that person’s shoes. 
Shadowing allows a prospective student to “walk in those shoes” to see whether a 
school is a good fit.  
 
Meanwhile, preparations are underway for Mercy McAuley’s Open House dates—
Sunday, October 15 and Sunday, November 12. There is much curiosity regarding 
the new school and its academic program, athletics, administrators and faculty, and, 
of course, the mascot and school colors. 
 
Here’s how some of those topics are shaping up. Applicants for the two leadership 
roles, president and principal, were outstanding and exceeded our expectations. 
Interviews for these positions will begin this month, and we fully expect that the 
Sisters of Mercy will announce Mercy McAuley’s president and principal before 
Thanksgiving.  
 
The process for faculty and staff recruiting was outlined for current faculty members 
at an in-service meeting today. We’re on target to announce faculty by March. 
 

It has been said that in the 
absence of facts, rumors 
thrive. In order to get the 
facts out, Transition 
Committee members have 
been visiting the principals 
of Catholic grade schools 
that currently have 
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graduates attending Mercy or McAuley. Just as you do when visiting friends, we 
brought a small, but meaningful gift—a jar of M & M’s. The obvious connection 
between the name of this product and the name of the new school, Mercy McAuley, 
made this a fun gift, too. When a couple of the principals asked whether the school 
colors had been narrowed to a choice, the answer was “no,” but they’re probably 
somewhere in the jar.  
 
Thank you for your support and for taking the time to read the weekly update. 
 
In Mercy,  
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 


