
 

 
November 3, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

NEWS FLASH! Mercy McAuley president, principal named 
 
This was an exciting week and important step forward in creating Mercy McAuley 
High School, as we announced the new school’s leadership team of president and 
principal. 
 
Below are excerpts of the letter sent to friends of Mercy McAuley by Sister Jane Hot-
stream, president of the Sisters of Mercy – South Central Community regarding the 
announcement of the leadership team. 

Dear Friends of Mercy McAuley High School: 

After a nationwide search and prayerful consideration, we are pleased to announce the 
leaders of Mercy McAuley High School, who will work in tandem to continue the Sisters’ 
rich heritage of providing young women in Cincinnati with a Catholic Mercy education. The 
character, experience and faith of these two women have led us to believe they are the 
best choices to guide your daughters through the launch of the new Mercy McAuley High 
School, taking to new heights the already strong foundation of the academic, athletic and 
arts programs of Mother of Mercy and McAuley. 

A 1985 alumna of Mother of Mercy High School, Patricia Lusheck Ragio 
will serve as president. Patty has a long history within Cincinnati of 
helping to build bridges between academia and the communities they 
serve. Since 2006 she was the chief development officer of the Carl H. 
Lindner School of Business at the University of Cincinnati Foundation. 
Prior to that, she served in other roles at the UC Foundation, the UC 
School of Nursing and The Jewish Hospital. In her role as president, 
Patty desires to make an impact in the role Catholic education plays in 
the formation of female leaders. By focusing on academic and inclusive 
excellence, and development of the mind, body and spirit in a faith-

based environment, she is committed to lead in meaningful ways through vision, innova-
tion, collaboration, and outreach. Patty assumes her role as president today, November 1, 
on a part-time basis, moving into a full-time role on April 1, 2018. 
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A life-long educator, Connie Kampschmidt, Mother of Mercy (1970), 
brings more than 40 years of educational leadership to her new posi-
tion as principal. Connie has served as assistant principal at McAuley 
High School since 1992. As principal, she looks forward to bringing to-
gether the confident, compassionate and talented young women at 
Mercy and McAuley into one larger school community. She is commit-
ted to her personal philosophy of nurturing every student, faculty and 
staff member through the transition, making a difference in at least 
one person’s life daily. Connie will begin as principal on July 1, 2018. 

From the beginning our primary concern is, and will always be, serving the well-being of 
your daughters. We believe that these two strong leaders with deep Mercy education roots 
will unite the students, faculty and school communities and ensure an affordable, sustaina-
ble Mercy education well into the future. 

We are grateful for your ongoing prayers and support. We look forward to continuing our 
mission of providing a Mercy education to young women in Cincinnati by blending the rich 
and illustrious histories, achievements and contributions of two schools deeply embedded 
in the city, and moving intentionally to create the best and most innovative Catholic girls’ 
school in our region. 

 

A reception for parents is planned for next Wednesday (November 8) to meet Patty 
and Connie between 6 and 7:30 p.m. in the McAuley cafeteria. The cafeteria is on 
the ground floor close to the entrance, and parking is available in front of and behind 
the school.  

We, the Transition Committee, wish to thank you for your patience, for your support 
and for your faith in the mission of Mercy education in Cincinnati. 
 
 
In Mercy, 
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
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Mercy McAuley High School’s principal and president, flanked by mem-
bers of the Transition Committee. From left are Wayne Morse, Kathy 
Schnier, Connie Kampschmidt, Patty Ragio, Denise Krueger, Cindy Cos-
tello, and Tom Otten. 

 


