
 

October 20, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Sunday afternoon I was reminded of an old joke from the 1950s—What is the 
longest word in the English language? The correct response: “smiles,” because 
there is a “mile” between the S’s! The Open House was wonderful, with smiles all 
over the place—on the faces of visitors and hosts. 
 
Student guides from Mercy and McAuley took potential students and their families 
around the campus answering questions while displaying that incredible Sisters of 
Mercy hospitality. Faculty, staff and administrators from both schools were stationed 
throughout the school to answer questions about academic and extracurricular 
programs. 
 
Two items attracted a lot of attention—the schedule, including the new T.E.A. 
Period, and the architectural renderings of what the Oakwood facilities might look 
like when classes begin next August. T.E.A. (Time for Educational Advancement) is 
a unique creation designed so each student has the opportunity to pursue special 
activities, such as internships, service projects, online classes and much more. 
 
The architectural renderings are sketches of possible changes, inside and out, which 
will give the Oakwood campus a fresh look. Because a picture is worth 1,000 words, 
we’ve included one of the renderings provided by SHP Leading Design below. 
 
You’re probably wondering how many families attended this Open House. A total of 
189 families attended this first Mercy McAuley Open House. This compares very 
well with previous open-house events. Also, please remember that a second Open 
House is planned for Sunday, November 12. Two events were scheduled so families 
would have multiple opportunities to get the information needed to make informed 
decisions regarding their daughters’ high school.  
 
Committee progress continues each week, and we’ll keep sharing that with you in 
this Weekly Update. Major announcements, such as leadership (president and 
principal), will be announced as soon as possible, in as many ways as possible 
(media, social media, email). As promised, we are on schedule to announce 
leadership before Thanksgiving.  
 
The Sisters of Mercy have been teaching in Cincinnati classrooms since 1859—
when Abe Lincoln was still in Springfield, Illinois. The sisters’ legacy runs deep and 
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strong. Their plans for the future are just as enduring as their original commitment to 
providing a Catholic education for young women. They are as committed as they 
ever have been about ensuring that Mercy education will have a strong presence in 
Cincinnati well into the future. You can count on it! 
 
Earlier this week at an evening meeting, these words, taken from the tag lines of 
Mercy and McAuley, were spoken by committee Chair Mary Beth Borcherding: 

Be Inspired! Be Empowered! Be at Mercy McAuley! 
 
Thank you for your interest in and support of Mother of Mercy, McAuley and Mercy 
McAuley. 
 
In Mercy,  
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 

 
 

 
 

Rendering of Mercy McAuley exterior, provided by SHP Leading Design 


