
 

September 29, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
With Open House just weeks away, we’re excited that we can welcome our guests 
with much specific information about Mercy McAuley High School. Last spring the 
Transition Committee prioritized the many facets of forming a new school and 
determined that three essentials had to come first: academics, spiritual life and 
student life. All three of those committees achieved their summer deadlines and 
together paint a vibrant picture of the new school. Throughout the entire process, the 
Transition Committee continues to embrace the mantra inspired by a directive from 
the Sisters of Mercy: “What’s best for the students?” 
 
Academics will feature a blend of innovative ways to deliver curriculum, including 
blended courses and personalized and experiential learning, with many familiar 
favorites from each school spruced up for a new generation of students. The unique 
customized block schedule will allow three sessions per week called T.E.A. (Time 
for Educational Advancement), in which students will select from a variety of courses 
and activities that pique their intellectual curiosity, enhance and supplement the 
curricula of their “regular day” classwork, and offer opportunities for cross-discipline 
or group work. In addition, this time can be spent in academic support and tutoring 
as needed, preparing and practicing for standardized tests, or college application 
assistance and counseling. The academic programs will continue to include dual 
credit and advanced-placement courses, Leading Scholars, expanded Women In 
selections, and many others. 
 
The Spiritual Life Committee outlined what it means to be a Mercy school, unique 
among all-girls’ Catholic institutions. The charism of Catherine McAuley and the 
Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy will be integrated into all aspects of Mercy 
McAuley with an emphasis on how the charism equips and propels active, 
meaningful service. 
 
Student life involves an atmosphere in which young women will be active, engaged, 
identified, and united in one community. Leadership opportunities in student 
government, social events, both time-honored and new traditions, and co-curricular 
clubs and activities will compose the many hallmarks of the Mercy McAuley 
experience. Related and integral to Student activities is athletics, whose committee 
is completing its recommendations for an exciting and competitive leap into the Girls’ 
Greater Catholic League. 
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Much more is yet to come. Last week, students had an opportunity to give input on 
some of their most eagerly anticipated features: school colors, mascot and logo. We 
are grateful for the students’ enthusiasm! Madison Design is evaluating all of the 
students’ feedback and is making further refinements to the color and logo options. 
Developing our school colors, logo and mascot is important work, as these brand 
identifiers must help differentiate us in the market. We’re looking forward to sharing 
these important brand elements with you soon. 
 
The Facilities Committee is still working on plans for the Oakwood campus. You’ll 
see renderings of possible architectural and interior designs on display at the Open 
House. This committee’s work has been shaped in part by the work of the Legacy 
Committee, which surveyed many alumnae, current students, parents, and faculty. 
The Legacy Committee researched and provided a list of the best-loved treasures of 
each building, including the Blessed Virgin statue and stained-glass window from 
Mother of Mercy and the Catherine McAuley statue and chapel from McAuley, as 
well as dozens of smaller iconic items. And we have not forgotten Sister Michealeen 
and Sister Mary Carlos! 
 
Another frequent question surrounds identifying the administration for the new 
school. The Transition Committee is wrapping up the first round of interviews from 
among more than 60 people who applied for leadership positions, to be followed by 
a more in-depth second round of interviews, and then recommendations will be 
submitted to the Sisters of Mercy. The protocol is designed to result in the best 
possible cadre of school leaders. We hope to announce the top leadership 
appointees by Thanksgiving. 
 
Whether you’re a prospective student, a current student, parent, alumna, or 
interested neighbor, please plan to stop by one of the Open Houses for a closer look 
at these plans and a chance to discuss the new school in person with a faculty 
member, administrator, or student tour guide. October 15 and November 12, from 1 
to 3:30 p.m. on the Oakwood campus. Come! See for yourself. 
 
In Mercy,  
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
 
 


