
 

June 23, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Progress continues! This week the Oakwood Campus Committee held its initial 
meeting. Connie Kampschmidt, McAuley associate principal, gave committee 
members a two-hour tour of the building and grounds so they can appreciate what 
exists. Denise Krueger, committee chair, charged members with creating a fresh, 
new look for all students for the 2018-2019 school year: “Every student and teacher 
should feel like they are walking into a brand-new school—because they will be!” 
The challenges are significant, but the committee has a “can do” spirit.  
 
Information from other committees will help to determine priorities and construction 
timelines. Then we will submit bids, award contracts and prepare the Oakwood 
campus for its August 2018 opening. It’s now obvious that it will require more than 
one summer to complete all the plans in the pipeline. There is only so much that can 
be accomplished in the two crucial months of June and July 2018, when school is 
out, before Mercy McAuley opens. 
 
Meanwhile, Transition Committee member Kathy Schnier has arranged tours of both 
Mercy and McAuley for the Legacy and Rituals Committee, which will identify iconic 
symbols to honor both schools at the new Oakwood campus. Already on their list 
are Mercy’s wooden lockers (still in pristine condition) and the stained-glass 
windows at the marble steps in the center of the school. 
 
The Academic Committee, with its six subcommittees, will forward its 
recommendations to the Transition Committee by the end of June. Dozens of faculty 
members from McAuley and Mercy have expended a significant cooperative effort 
during their summer breaks to design an incredible academic opportunity for future 
students.  
 
Next week, the Athletic Committee will hold its first meeting, and members will 
continue to work throughout July. 
 
The Student Life Committee, under the leadership of Pam Vissing of McAuley and 
Kate Mitchell of Mercy, continues to move forward. The annual Mercy McAuley 
Leadership Experience in late July will be the capstone event as their 
recommendations are finalized for a report in early August. Pam, an English teacher, 
also serves on the Academic Committee. She shared her experiences, moving from 
the initial feelings of sorrow and loss in March to a genuine sense of camaraderie as 



 
 

2 
 
representatives from both schools collaborate. Below is an excerpt of her 
impressions: 
 

On Monday, June 19, I sat in McAuley’s student lounge with a 
colleague, a new friend, I hope, from Mother of Mercy. We spent 
several hours editing course descriptions for the new Mercy McAuley 
High School English department classes, anguishing, as English 
teachers tend to do, over word choices, comma placements, verb 
tenses. More importantly, perhaps, we laughed ourselves silly and 
found true camaraderie. Thanks, Barbara! The English Departments of 
both schools worked on Wednesday to approve edits, add new 
electives, and come to consensus about what to present to the 
transition team. Key words: we worked together. 
 
On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, I participated in email 
exchanges, after several prior meetings, with members of the 
committee tasked with determining the new school’s schedule. That’s 
not nearly as easy as it sounds. There are more schedule models than 
I ever imagined. However, the task is made far less stressful by the 
members of this committee: 3 Mother of Mercy teachers, 3 McAuley 
teachers, and one transition team member, all working together in a 
true spirit of the Sisters of Mercy to make this new school the best it 
can be. 
 
Finally, along with a colleague from Mercy, I’ve been co-chairing the 
Student Life committee. This committee is an important one, and it’s 
fortunate that my Mercy colleague, Kate Mitchell, and I share a 
passion to work together to make Student Activities at Mercy 
McAuley High School a dynamic, exciting and values-based program 
to benefit our students, our school, and our community. 
 

 
When any of the committees gather, the power of collective wisdom is very 
impressive. Each member offers intelligence, but together their creative genius is 
incredible. Hats off to all committee members for their time, talent and desire to keep 
Mercy education a force of positive change in our community and in the world. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Otten, chair 
Cindy Costello 
Denise Krueger 
Wayne Morse 
Kathy Schnier  
 
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee  


