
 

April 28, 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As we enter the third week of the Easter season, we pray for peace in our hearts, in 
our world, on our campuses and in our homes. As the Mercy McAuley High School 
Transition Committee, we want to pause a moment and thank you for your 
comments, questions and reflections about our new school. Each time you 
communicate with us, we give thanks and the school we are giving birth to gets 
stronger. 
 
We also give thanks for the privilege of serving on this committee and representing 
the Sisters of Mercy. It is our hope and our mission to make sure this new school is 
worthy of you and your daughters. The Easter season gives us the challenge of 
embracing the death and new life of Jesus of Nazareth and the many deaths and 
resurrections that all of us experience in our own daily lives. As our two communities 
move through these 18 months, we together celebrate the death and resurrection of 
Mercy secondary education in Cincinnati. The road is not easy, but together we can 
and will walk the path that will lead us to new life. 
 
We’re pleased to share the following updates with you. 
 
Committees 

At Tuesday’s meeting with the administrators of Mercy and McAuley, the 
administrators nominated faculty members to serve on six of the academic 
subcommittees. Once initiated, the subcommittees will reach out to you for your 
voice, your thoughts, dreams, and suggestions. For our new school to be truly the 
best, we need your help. We want to ensure that we examine every facet and 
consider every alternative, that thoughtful discussion occurs and that the 
recommendations reflect our inspiration, our combined wisdom and knowledge, and 
our best efforts. The students deserve it, and that is why this entire process is 
student-centered. It is very much what happens on a smaller scale in your homes—
providing the best you can for your children. 
 
Sisters of Mercy  

Members of the Sisters of Mercy Community Leadership Team, Sister Jane 
Hotstream and Sister Debbie Kern, will return to Cincinnati next Wednesday 
afternoon to meet with the faculty and staff of Mother of Mercy and McAuley. The 
students will have an early dismissal. While they’re in town, the sisters also will meet 
with the Board of Mercy Education Collaborative of Cincinnati and alumnae 
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representatives of both schools to work toward the establishing a process to 
communicate with graduates. Sister Jane and Sister Debbie regret that they cannot 
stay longer and meet with more groups, but their duties take them elsewhere. 
 
A wonderful gift 

The Planning Committee (administrators of both schools plus members of the Mercy 
McAuley Transition Committee) heard a proposal from a local business on Tuesday 
to assist us in designing the look and feel of education at Mercy McAuley in the next 
10 years. This is a no-cost offer from a Catholic business person who sees a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity with the opening of the new school in the Mercy tradition of 
education—that of faith, compassion, service, leadership, and excellence. Mercy 
and McAuley are fortunate to have such generous friends and family. Again, we’re 
grateful to all of you, especially our families for placing your faith in our staff as they 
work with your daughters each day. 
 
Activities to bring unity 

Between now and the opening of Mercy McAuley High School, there will be many 
opportunities for students and from the two existing schools and their families to get 
to know one another and begin building a new community. For example, Mother of 
Mercy parents and students are invited to walk through the Oakwood building, the 
home of McAuley High School, on Saturday, April 29, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Participants will be invited to suggest ways in which the Mother of Mercy legacy can 
be incorporated into the building. We will continue to update you on other events 
and activities as plans develop.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Otten, chair 
Cindy Costello 
Denise Krueger 
Kathy Schnier  
Wayne Morse 
 
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee  
 
 

To receive updates directly from the Transition Committee, please click here. Thank 

you. 
 

https://fs18.formsite.com/jennhardin/form351/index.html

