
 

February 2, 2018 

 

Dear Friends, 

Happy Groundhog Day! In the 1993 movie with that title, Bill Murray’s day kept 
repeating itself over and over. Not so in 2018, as we continue to plan for the new 
Mercy McAuley opening in just a little over six months! New things are happening 
every day, from registration of current families for the 2018-19 school year, to course 
scheduling, campus and facility planning, and much more.  
 
Today also concludes Catholic Schools Week, a national celebration of our schools.  
This week, at Mother of Mercy and McAuley, there have been assemblies, an all-
school prayer service, Mass, visits from Sisters of Mercy, appreciation breakfasts 
and luncheons for the staff, out-of-uniform days, special treats for the students, and 
more. Each event has focused on the uniqueness of being a Catholic school with the 
distinctive Mercy charism.  
 
It is with gratitude that we hold up in prayer the Sisters of Mercy and all who have 
worked in, attended and supported these two schools for their combined 160-plus 
years of service to Cincinnati families. The energy of Catherine McAuley is evident 
every day as the teachers and staff see to “… the careful instruction of women.”  
 
The registration period for current freshmen, sophomores and juniors for Mercy 
McAuley will continue until Thursday, February 15. Those who registered early (by 
January 31) will receive a voucher for a free uniform skirt. We’re very excited that to 
date, 551 current students have registered for the 2018-19 school year. Add that to 
the current incoming freshman class, which now totals 132, and we are already at a 
total student body of 683. With two weeks remaining in the registration period for 
current students, this number will continue to increase.  
 
We’re grateful to the parents and students who, by registering, have exhibited their 
faith in a Mercy education. The historical performance of the two existing schools is 
confirmation of the sisters’ commitment to excellence in education. That, in turn, has 
given families the confidence to believe that even greater things lie ahead, at Mercy 
McAuley High School.  
 
It is an amazing tribute to the sisters that the Transition Committee was given one 
primary directive—to do what is best for the students. The secondary directive is 
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to make the new school affordable and sustainable. To that end, hundreds of 
volunteers have contributed ideas, energy, time, expertise, and effort to bring us to 
this point. The opening of Mercy McAuley is only a few months away, and there is 
still much work to do, but we can all see Mercy McAuley taking shape, and it’s truly 
amazing.  
 
Thank you for your support and for your faith in a Mercy education for young 
women.  
 

In Mercy, 
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 

 


