
 

June 1, 2018 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Renovations began Tuesday, May 29 at the Oakwood campus. Great efforts were 
made by all involved to ensure that the students of both Mercy and McAuley could 
complete the 2017-2018 school year with no visible alterations of their schools or to 
the surrounding campuses.  As a result, the students enjoyed the normal look and 
feel of the schools they had become accustomed to seeing each day until the final 
day of classes. 
 

At the Oakwood campus, exams 
concluded on Friday, May 25, 
allowing work to begin on May 29. 
One of the first projects was the 
removal of the Catherine McAuley 
statue, whisked away for 
refurbishing of the aged stone. 
Similarly, the Mercy statue of Our 
Blessed Mother will receive a 
summer “spa” treatment before 
being set in front of Mercy McAuley 
with the statue of Catherine. (More 
photos of renovation work appear 
below.) 
 
The summer renovation schedule 
is aggressive, with dozens of 
trades involved and working on a 
tight schedule to complete the work 
by early August. Freshmen 
orientation is scheduled for 
Monday, August 13, and the first 
full day of classes for all students 
will be Wednesday, August 15.  
 

Catherine McAuley statue is removed for refur- 
bishing. 
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We are thrilled to announce the appointment of head coaches for our spring sports. 
Gordon Benning has accepted the head coach position for track and field, Dave 
Joerger will lead the lacrosse program, and Karen Wiesman will head up the softball 
program. All three were head coaches this past season (Coach Joerger for Mother 
of Mercy and Coaches Benning and Wiesman at McAuley). The newly named head 
coaches will work with Athletic Director Denise Harvey to identify candidates for 
assistant coach positions.  
 
This summer, the Spirit Shop at Mother of Mercy will be open for Mercy McAuley 
families to shop for uniform tops and spirit wear. The Oakwood campus spirit shop 
will not be open because of the renovations to the new school. Dates and hours of 
operation of the Mother of Mercy spirit shop will be: 

June 4 — 5-7 p.m.  
June 6 – 10 a.m.- noon 
June 25 – 5-7 p.m.  
July 27 – 10 a.m.-noon  

 
Store hours for late July and early August will depend on the renovation/construction 
schedule. These hours will be announced as we know more. 
 
The Mercy Spirit Shop is located near the gymnasium entrance, on the north (back) 
side of the school. Parking is available in the rear lot; take the steps to the entrance. 
 
The Class of 2018, the last to grace Mother of Mercy and McAuley as alumnae of 
those two venerable institutions, received their diplomas and celebrated with their 
parents over the past week. A diploma from a Mercy school is a dual 
accomplishment—earned by the student with the help and support of her parents. 
Our congratulations to all the families, and our thanks for entrusting your daughters 
to our faculty, staff and administrators for their high school experience. 
  
 
In Mercy, 
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 
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Renovation work begins in the auditorium (above) and gym. 
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  Sprucing up inside and outside  


