
 

April 20, 2018 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We know exactly what teenagers mean by the phrase “long-term project.” Teachers, 
for thousands of years, have recognized the wisdom of assignments that demand a 
sustained effort from the pupil. Such projects require persistence, and they help to 
sharpen time management skills. Longer assignments provide the opportunity to 
immerse ourselves in the subject matter, mastering the details as we familiarize 
ourselves with the information and nuances of how everything fits together. By the 
end, we do not see the work as 1,000 pieces of a puzzle, but rather as a unit. 
 
In a similar way, the faculty of Mercy McAuley were greeted in the Oakwood 
cafeteria by Angela Robbins of Blackboard Inc. as they began a series of six 
professional development sessions on Monday. The purpose was to learn the 
details of designing blended courses. So what is a blended course?  
 
Last June, teachers and administrators from Mercy and McAuley joined members of 
the Transition Committee for a workshop focused on what some experts imagine the 
future will be for education. We know that technology will continue to play an 
increasing role in education. Just as educators moved from chalkboards to white 
boards, from filmstrip projectors to wireless projectors with internet access, we now 
are preparing for the next step—blended learning. 
 
A blended class involves a mix of teaching methods—the traditional, face-to-face 
classroom experience supplemented with online work. We are carefully preparing 
our blended courses, giving each a consistent look and design, so that our students 
will reap the benefits of this innovative teaching method. Between now and June 1, 
the Mercy McAuley faculty will attend workshops that will enable all of our blended 
courses to have a similar style and utility—a huge benefit to the students.  
 
Next year, 41 T.E.A. (Time for Educational Advancement) courses will be offered in 
the blended format. Students will have “seat” time in the classrooms with their 
teachers, as well as supplemental online assignments to complete and submit 
electronically to their instructors.  
 
Some have questioned whether Mercy McAuley is moving too quickly. We feel very 
strongly that we must prepare our young women for their future. If we prepare them 
for tomorrow, they will be equipped for success throughout their own lives, as well 
as the lives they will touch along the way.  
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This is the primary reason the Mercy McAuley faculty members are committed to 
ongoing professional development and continuing education themselves. Their 
dedication to providing our students with the best educational experiences possible 
is second to none. When you see one of our teachers at the grocery store, gas 
station or church, please take the opportunity to thank her or him. 
 
 
In Mercy, 
 
Tom Otten, chair  
Cindy Costello  
Denise Krueger  
Wayne Morse  
Kathy Schnier 
  
Mercy McAuley Transition Committee 


