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McAuley’s first class
celebrates 50-year reunion!



Tell Your Story of McAuley
Message from the MECC President for McAuley
High School, Kirsten MacDougal

e start of a new year calls us to reflect, and oen, to dream.
We think about where we have been, the people in our lives,
where we want to go, and what we seek to achieve. is type
of reflection is both refreshing and exhilarating, as it forces us
to appreciate the blessings in our lives today while we still
envision an even greater tomorrow.

Over the past few months, we at McAuley have also been reflecting on who we are—our mission and
values, our Mercy-based faith, our young women, and everything that is uniquely McAuley.  Our board
members, faculty and staff recently participated in discussions aimed at telling McAuley’s “Story.” What
we found is that although we may tell it from different perspectives, everyone has a similar story of the
power and importance of McAuley High School. 

My personal story of McAuley is about one young woman who, just this year, inspired teachers,
administrators and an entire student body, to reach out to those within our school who may be
suffering in silence. is one sophomore encouraged McAuley to get active during Suicide Prevention
week; and what I witnessed those days was a profound example of Christ’s compassion manifested in
our young women. On the back of a bathroom stall door, a sign read, “No one else can play your part –
you are loved.” is community of students cares so very greatly for one another, they sought to
provide comfort in the place a girl may go to suffer alone.

Collectively, our community’s story is this: McAuley embodies the spirit of Catherine McAuley’s
mission to empower women through education and acts of mercy. We are preparing our young women
to become future leaders who are confident and who grow forward in faith and service. Our students
are challenged academically and spiritually to become the best version of themselves; we see evidence
of this through the many successful alumnae who remain involved in the McAuley community even
years aer they graduate.

And our story is not over; in fact, it’s just beginning. Inspired still by our founding  mission and values,
we are seeing McAuley not only for all that it is, but for all that it can become. We are moving forward,
innovating for the future, and advancing our educational excellence to even greater heights. rough
our MECC partnership and by the tremendous work of our team, we are positioning McAuley High
School for growth, firmly anchored in the traditions first established by our Sisters of Mercy.  

Now think for a moment, what is your story of McAuley High School? In what ways has your life been
touched by this amazing spirit of Mercy? Alumnae, parents, students and friends of McAuley are our
best ambassadors, so I ask that you please share your story with others. Invite them to experience this
all-empowering school of excellence. Whether you are volunteering at one of our events, donating to
the McAuley Fund, cheering from the sidelines, or simply telling your family and friends about the
great things happening at McAuley, you remain part of this inspirational and unforgettable story.
ank you for choosing to also be one of our story-tellers. 

Blessings in this new
and wonderful year, 
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McAuley’s First Class Celebrates 50 Years!
“Always First-Class”
By Pat Schermer Woeste & Sharon Gooding Shreve, Class of ’64

Aer a year of planning by a reunion committee, members of McAuley’s
first graduating class - the Class of 1964 - participated in several events to
celebrate the anniversary of their graduation from high school 50 years ago.
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e first event was on Mercy Day, ursday,
September 25. Members of the class were
recognized at the school’s Mass, where they were
given a special blessing by Fr. Umberg.  Aer
Mass, members of the Class of ‘64 were invited
to a luncheon, where they were reacquainted
with Ms. Bonnie Bressler, one of McAuley’s first
teachers in the 60s, and Sr. Helen Lucille Habig
(Sr. Walburga), who was the first science teacher.
Many Sisters of Mercy and affiliates were also
present.

e following Friday, members of the Class of
‘64 gathered at Clovernook Country Club.  ey
came from all over the country, including Texas,
Montana and California. e smiles, hugs and
tears went on all evening.  Each person in
attendance received a name tag that included a
copy of their graduation photo. e committee
received many positive comments about the
event from those who attended, who enjoyed
seeing “old” friends from their high school days.
It may go down in history as the best reunion
ever!  

On Saturday aernoon,
several classmates received
a tour of McAuley and saw
firsthand the changes that
have occurred since
graduation. For some of
our classmates, this was
the first time they had
visited McAuley since
graduation. Aer the tour,
many classmates and their
guests gathered at Pat’s

home.  It was a warm and humorous end to the
reunion activities, as the guests enjoyed sharing
many high school stories while sitting around
the fire pit.  

To help give back to McAuley, members of the
Class of ’64 were asked to make a special
donation to the Guardian Angel Fund,
established for students who experience
personal problems that require tuition
assistance.  Our class pulled together and
donated a generous $10,000 for this fund. Even
aer 50 years, McAuley still holds a special place
in the hearts of our classmates. Each donor
received a crystal ornament as a remembrance.
We hope that subsequent classes will accept the
challenge to support the Guardian Angel fund as
they celebrate their “Golden” anniversary of
graduating from McAuley High School.

Since the reunion, many communications
between our classmates have been posted on
Facebook, and many people are re-connecting.
It’s evident from each event that McAuley
alumae are strong women who are proud of
their McAuley education.
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is past summer, McAuley
participated in an all-school read, in
which all students, faculty and
interested staff read Le to Tell:
Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan
Holocaust by Immaculée Ilibagiza. Both
McAuley and Mother of Mercy High
Schools participated in this community
read in order to promote collaboration
among these MECC schools.

e book describes how Immaculée survived during the
1994 Rwanda genocide, when she and seven other women
huddled silently together in a cramped bathroom of a local
pastor’s house for 91 days. All of her family, except one
brother, died in the genocide. Her story is one of prayer and
forgiveness.

During the fall semester, McAuley teachers incorporated
elements of the book into a wide range of courses,
including biology, health, child development, science and
art, creative cooking, creative writing, music, computer
literacy, social studies and world languages. 

McAuley Students Hear Immaculée Speak
In October, hundreds of students, staff and friends heard Immaculée speak in person at Seton High School.
ose in attendance listened to Immaculée describe how she
and seven other women hid for 91 days in the tiny bathroom,
and how her faith in God and the power of prayer and
forgiveness helped her survive. 

“I really enjoyed reading Immaculée’s book; hearing her story
in person was overwhelming,” said freshman Anna Wood. “I
learned that God is constantly by your side, even in the hardest
times. I was astonished by the courage she had throughout her
91 days in the bathroom.”

One Book, One Community
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Immaculée signed books and talked with students. 

Tech theater and art students built a full-scale
replica of the bathroom, complete with wall tiles
and toilet, to feel how small the actual bathroom
really was. 

Creative writing students created a graffiti wall
on the outside of the bathroom replica. 

Creative cooking students made kachumbari, 
a traditional vegetable dish from Rwanda.



Women In Program
Unique to McAuley
McAuley’s one-of-a-kind “Women In” program
exposes students to careers in medicine,
engineering, law and technology. In addition to
following a specific curriculum, students
participate in monthly seminars, hands-on
activities and volunteer opportunities. Many of our
alumnae help with the program as well by serving
as guest speakers and tour guides!

Here’s a look at just a few of the things our Women
In students have experienced so far this year.
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Our Women in Medicine students got a
firsthand glimpse of life in the operating

room at Mercy West Hospital!

Laura Amiott ’78, and Melissa Koppenhoefer ’05, spoke to our
Women in Law students about contracts and warranties.

Bridget Crowley ’11, fourth year engineering student at UC, spoke to
our Women in Engineering students about “reverse engineering.”

Maureen Richard ’90, led a tour of the Greater
Cincinnati Water Works for our Women in

Engineering students.
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McAuley
Minutes

Do you ever wonder what things are like within the halls of McAuley
these days? Here’s a snapshot of some memorable events from the first
half of this school year. As you’ll see, many things have changed, but
some traditions – and names – may sound familiar!

In September we celebrated “Mercy Day,” which
commemorates the day that Catherine McAuley
founded the sisters of Mercy. The day was full of
faith, families, fun and perfect weather!
Students also competed in the 5th annual Sister
Michaeleen Powder Puff Football game! 

Senior Mary Dickman was named
a Semifinalist in the 60th annual
National Merit Scholarship
Program. 

Our students collected food and money
to provide 67 Thanksgiving meals to
Christ’s Community in College Hill, which
provides food for those less fortunate.

Our soccer team became GGCL
Champions, and Coach Kristen Wanstrath
was named GGCL Coach of the Year!

Our fall play, Break a Leg!, was a huge hit, and
was directed by our new theater director and
teacher, Katie Geckle ’11.

In October, we celebrated “Bold & Gold”
week. Each day represented a specific
decade, and students dressed the part!
The week ended with the “Hairspray”
60s themed Bold & Gold Dance!

We also celebrated
Halloween with a
friendly costume
competition among our
homeroom “families.”
This family decided to
dress –  and greet
students – like our
Principal, Dan Minelli. 



Campus Cameo:
Pam Vissing ‘74
How long have you taught at McAuley?
I’ve been teaching at McAuley for 36 years, 20 of them as a part-
time teacher and Director of Student Activities, and the other 16 as
a full time English teacher. 

What classes have you taught?
I’ve taught almost all core English classes and some electives, such as Communications, Multi-Media,
and, this year, Creative Writing.

A lot has changed since you were a student at McAuley. 
What do you feel is the biggest change(s)? What has remain unchanged?
So much has changed since I graduated from McAuley, yet so much remains the same. e uniform
is the first thing my classmates comment on. No saddle shoes? No blazers? No white, pointy collared
shirts tucked securely into skirts? It’s the same skirt, but that’s about all that’s the same. e changes
have been primarily made for students’ comfort, but some have been made because those older
elements just aren’t available anymore! 

What hasn’t changed at McAuley is the sense of belonging that girls feel while here. When students
are asked what they like most about the school, 99 percent of them will still say it’s the feeling of
family and connectedness.

ere are a lot of fun traditions at McAuley. What’s your favorite and
why?
My very favorite McAuley tradition is the raffle. It creates such great memories for students, and it
also creates strong bonds. e girls make all kinds of new connections while creating their
decorations, and the seniors enjoy spending the night in the building right before kickoff. 

Do you have a favorite memory or story to tell from your years at McAuley
(either as a student or a teacher)?
As a student, my memories of McAuley revolve around the girls I became friends with and the
escapades we found ourselves involved in. Jim Schneider’s vicious attacks on my conduct card are,
believe it or not, great memories. Sneaking out of the auditorium on my hands and knees during a
film – only to crash right into Sister Perpetua – still makes me shudder. 

What do you enjoy most about teaching at McAuley?
I love teaching at McAuley for many reasons. It’s a chance to pay back what I was given here:  great
education, values, and friendships. It’s a chance to have a small impact on the lives of young women.
And, bottom line, it’s still fun, even aer all these years. McAuley is a great place to work, and it’s a
great place for young women to find a quality education.
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Class of ’84
30-year reunion
e Class of ’84 had its 30-year
Reunion in October.
e group celebrated with a
“Women’s Stag Night” on Friday
and the reunion on Saturday at
Pebble Creek golf course.  

Special thanks to the committee members: Kris Olding; Karen Powell, Kelley Kluener and Lori Knab!

Class of ’74
40-year reunion
In October, the Class of ’74 had a
wonderful turnout at their 40th
reunion at McAuley. e cafeteria
was decorated in a Fall theme, with
delicious food catered by “Creations
by Melody,” oldies music of “Gator”
Mike Grathwohl, one of the Modulators, and dancing.  Special guests included Sister Marjorie Rudemiller,
Sister Cheryl Erb, Mrs. Heile, Mr. Castelli, and Mr. Schneider.

anks to the reunion committee for a job well done: Deb Kist Masters, Terry Kortekamp Moore, Roccina
Stellatano Niehaus, and Mary Ann Staudigel Cook. 
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Reunions
Update

In addition to the Class of ’64, several other classes
have recently celebrated reunions! Many thanks to
these alumnae for their class gis, which will help
further our mission at McAuley.

Class of ’89
25-year reunion

Class of ’94
20-year reunion

Class of ’04
10-year reunion

Class of ’09
5-year reunion

Mohawks
Give Back!
is year, McAuley’s
reunions gave the
biggest class donations
that the school has ever
received!  Gis were
made to the McAuley
Fund and the Guardian
Angel Fund. anks to
all of you who attended
a class reunion and
supported your alma
mater with a gi.  

Class of ’64 $10,000 
Class of ’74 $1,846 
Class of ’84 $1,024
Class of ’89 $629
Class of ’94 $486
Class of ’04 $1,000
Class of ’09 $280



Alumna Spotlight 
If you’ve been to Walt Disney
World recently, you may have seen
the creative talents of 2007 alumna
Anna Eilers.  Anna is a Makeup
and Wig Associate in Disney’s
cosmetology arena, where she
does the hair and makeup of many
famous Disney characters that you
see in the park! 

Anna’s Disney career began while
she was still a student at the College Conservatory of Music. She applied to a
program at Walt Disney World that allows college students to get hands-on
experience. e program matches students with positions that best suit their
interests and area of study. Since Anna’s degree was in makeup and wigs for
theater, she was placed in Walt Disney World’s Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique,
where little boys and girls are transformed into princesses and knights. 

When her training program was complete, Anna transferred to e Pirates
League, where makeup artists turn people into recruits for Jack Sparrow's crew

from the movie Pirates of the Caribbean. Aer
working there for a year and a half, her current
position in cosmetology opened, and she’s
been making the Disney World performers
look perfect ever since!

“It's very rewarding to watch the parades and
shows and know that my department worked
very hard to make everyone look fantastic,” says Anna. “Walt created an
amazing legacy that I am very proud to help continue. I am very lucky to
have such a fun job where I get to create so much magic.”

Anna was involved in Drama as a student at McAuley, and she credits
McAuley for sparking her interest in this field. “If I had never taken part in

the plays and musicals at McAuley, I would have never
discovered how much I love being backstage and
making magic happen. It’s a fascinating world that I
wouldn’t trade for anything.”
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Anna Eilers ‘07

Anna recently spoke to our Tech eater class
about her Disney World career.

Anna’s Disney World Favorites
Favorite Character
Merida from Brave – “Like Merida, I’m an
independent girl who likes to explore and
try new things.”

Favorite Characters to Work With
Peter Pan & Wendy – “ey’re always
having adventures, and you never know
what trouble you’ll get into with them.”

Favorite Movie
Pete’s Dragon – “I love the combination of
live action and 2D animation.”

Favorite Ride
Pirates of the Caribbean



McAuley Milestones
Jeanne Hoess Hunt ’65 in June accepted the Lady of the Year Award from the Knights of Columbus
Purcell Council #2748 at the council’s annual awards banquet.  Jeanne is a nationally known
catechetical author and speaker.  Her “Catholic Moment” column appears monthly in The Catholic
Telegraph in Cincinnati.

Marian Hannan Speed ’72 retired from Shands AGH Teaching Hospital in Gainesville, Florida, where
she was Director of Radiology.  Following the closure of this community hospital, she took a new
direction with Shands Neurosurgery Department in Development-Physician Relations.  She was the
chairperson for multiple Susan Komen and other golf tournaments.  This year marks 40 years of
marriage to Denny (LaSalle ’70).  They have two sons and three grandchildren.  To celebrate their 60th
birthdays, Marian and her twin sister Sharon Hannon Guenther ‘72 went on a beach vacation.

Angie Juenke Westermeyer ’89was recently nominated by her peers as one of the Top 300 Women in
Grocery for 2014, which was noted in Progressive Grocer magazine.  Angie is the Director of Category
Insights and Analytics at Empire Marketing Strategies.  

Amy Grubbs Bibee ’93 and her husband, Dan, had their second son, Graham Alexander, in June.  He
was welcomed by his two-year-old brother, Grant.  Amy also recently became the director of marketing
for the Hubert Company in Harrison, Ohio.

Heather Strittholt VanDivier ’99 is a stay-at-home mom.  She married her life-long friend, Robert
Lewis VanDivier, in April.

Katie Kuester Rawlinson ’00 and her husband Phillip have two children, Casey (3 1/2) and Joanna
Marie (12 mos.)  Katie is a Title One teacher, employed by Northwest Local Schools, who works at Our
Lady of Grace School.

LaTasha Riley ’00was hired as Municipal Trial Counsel at the Law Office of the Hamilton County Public
Defender in August.  She represents adults accused of misdemeanor crimes in Hamilton County.  

Angela Sparks Stuller ’00 graduated in 2013 from Indiana University’s Kelley School of Business with
dual degrees: MBA and masters in strategic management.  She has been working in fabric and home
care process engineering for Procter & Gamble since graduating from OSU in 2005.  Angela currently
lives in West Chester with her husband of six years, Nate, and children Lincoln (2) and Aurora (4 mos.)
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Carmen Putnick Schultz ’01 has been married to Craig for
three years and lives in White Oak.  They just welcomed their
first child, Henry Richard, in June.

Gabrielle Torbeck Caron ’01 is a dentist.  She lives in
Carmel, Indiana and had her first child in August.   

Ann Marie Sullivan ’05 graduated from Savanah College of
Art and Design in 2011 with a BFA.  She is now attending
John Marshall Law School in Chicago and is a recent
recipient of the CALI (Computer Assisted Legal Instruction)
Award for Academic Excellence for Contracts II, which is a
national award to the student with the highest grade in an
exam course.

Melissa Parkinson ’06 last spring passed her NCIDQ Exam
and became a licensed interior designer.  She had been a
practicing commercial designer in Cleveland, Ohio, at HGF Architects since graduating from Kent State
University in 2011.  She has now relocated to Cincinnati and is working at TDA Interiors & Architecture.  

Meghan Allen Butz ’08 has been married to her high school sweetheart, Kevin Butz, for a year.  She
graduated from Xavier University with a B.A. in Theology and Peace Studies and is teaching religion at
Badin High School.

Katie Corsmeier ‘09 spent the fall semester in Washington, D.C. at Gallaudet University doing her
required internship to complete her degree in athletic training at the University of Cincinnati.  She will
be graduating this spring, and plans to go on to get her master’s degree as well.  

Gallaudet is the only university in the U.S. where all the students, faculty, staff, and coaches are deaf or
hard of hearing.  Katie has always been interested in sign language and would often take out books
from the library when she was in grade school so she could try to learn sign language.  Last year at UC,
she was finally able to fit it into her schedule.  She took two semesters of American Sign Language last
year, an online class fall semester, and plans to take additional classes in the spring in order to get her
Certificate in ASL.  She used ASL fluently every day this semester as she worked with the women’s
soccer team, as well as the football team, at Gallaudet.

Katie was recently featured in October on UC College of Education, Criminal Justice, and Human
Services website: http://cech.uc.edu/headlines/2014/katie_corsemeier_profile.html.
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Save the Date:
Alumnae Father
Daughter Dance
at McAuley
Feb. 28, 8 - 11 p.m.
Register and pay online at
www.mcauleyhs.net/alumdance
$40/couple, $15 for each
additional daughter.

Keep in Touch
To have your update or announcement published in the Ties, please email the information

to dietrichk@live.mcauleyhs.net OR submit your news online at www.mcauleyhs.net/news.



On the Death of
their Husbands… 
Linda Rumpke Vonderbrink ‘66
Marilyn Kathmann Brockschmidt ‘68
Bev Lusher Baum ‘73

On the Deaths of
their Fathers…
Linda Helmheckel Suhr ‘69
Margaret Toerner Winterhalter ‘70
Kathryn Toerner Parr ‘71
Deborah Schaefer Rahn ‘72
Nancy Helmheckel Corman ‘73
Judith Toerner Bergmann ‘76
Kathy Helmheckel Hawk ‘78
Kelly Stover Scott ‘89
Kim Brockschmidt ‘91
Kelly Schneider ‘99
Carmen Putnick Schultz ‘01
Julie Schneider ‘02

On the Deaths of
their Mothers…
Lynn Kiphart Macke ‘70
Anita Burger Comarata ‘74
Judith Kiphart Simon ‘83
Jenny Hohman Freese ‘95
Katie Hays Inderhees ‘96
Lizzie Hays Greene ‘00

e McAuley community extends deep
sympathy to the families of Barbara Miller
Hohman, who taught biology at McAuley
in the 1960s, and Joan Grimm, who taught
English at McAuley in the late 1960s.

Recent Births
Our congratulations to the parents of these newest
members of the McAuley family:

Amy Grubbs Bibee ’93,
boy, Graham Alexander, 6.9.14

Amanda Minor Khambatta ’94,
boy, Kosmy Zubin, 7.23.14

Teresa Hartkemeyer Zuidema
’97, boy, William David, 9.4.14

Lorraine Schnier Effler ’97,
boy, Baron Robert, 10.17.14

Amanda Fischer Tuchfarber ’98,
boy, Brady Steven, 8.26.14

Jamie Minor Nierlich ’98,
girl, Iris Lorraine, 4.5.14

Laura Baringhaus Nieten ’00,
boy, Chase Alexander, 11.27.14

Katie Kuester Rawlinson ’00,
girl, Joanna Marie, 12.19.13

Angela Sparks Stuller ’00,
girl, Aurora (Rory) Christine, 9.17.14

Jill Miller Auciello ’01,
girl, Clare Elizabeth, 8.15.14

Carmen Putnick Schultz ’01,
boy, Henry Richard, 6.8.14

Gabrielle Torbeck Caron ’01,
girl, Giselle Michaela, 8.4.14

Athena Fogle Doersam ’02,
boy, Easton Thomas, 8.21.14

Becky Hock Ketchum ’02,
boy, Jack Christopher, 9.4.14

Nicole Howison Carvelli ’02,
boy, Camden Michael, 7.4.14

Maria Cohen Coleman ’03,
boy, Aiden Andrew, 8.29.14

Lori Fath Backus ’03,
girl, Amelia Rose 9.12.14

Renee Thompson Kelsey ’06,
girl, Makenna Renee, 10.4.14

Recent Weddings
Our best wishes to all the newlywed couples:
Amanda Minor ’94 to Zubin Khambatta, 11.17.12

Heather Strittholt ’99 to Robert Lewis VanDivier, 4.4.14

Abbie Novosel ’04 Jon Erdman, 9.13.14

Nicole Burwell ’05 to David Auer, 11.15.14

Ashley Hoh ’05 to Zachary Reed, 9.6.14

Joanna Brock ’06 to Samuel McCoy, 8.23.2014

Renee Thompson ’06 to Evan Kelsey 8.10.13

Meghan Allen ’08 to Kevin Butz, 9.14.13
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Sympathy Notes
Please remember the family and
friends of the following alumnae
in your prayers: 

Jessica Lutz ‘03
May 29, 2014

Julie Moorman
Brandstetter ‘80

October 12, 2014



Stay Up to Date
One of the easiest ways to stay up to date on everything

happening at McAuley is to follow our social media sites.
Like us on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter and

Instagram @McAuleyMohawks!

Upcoming
Events
February 28
Alumnae Father
Daughter Dance
8-11 p.m.
www.mcauleyhs.net/
alumdance

March 27 - 29
Spring Musical –
Disney’s Beauty
& e Beast
27th & 28th – 7:30 p.m.
29th – 2 p.m.

April 21
Harmony Showcase –
Spring Choral Concert
with LaSalle High School
7:30 p.m.

May 8
Art Show
6 – 7:30 p.m.

May 8
Sounds of Spring –
Spring Instrumental
and Choral Concert
7:30 p.m.

Class of ’65
Save the Date for
50-Year Reunion!
Friday, Sept. 25, 2015

Location: TBD.
A survey will be placed on McAuley’s web site

to gather everyone’s preferences for the big event!
Visit www.mcauleyhs.net/65reunion
aer February 1 to take the survey!

e Class of ’65 will also be invited to attend McAuley’s
special Mercy Day Mass on ursday, Sept. 24, 2015.
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Alive in Mercy
In December, students from both McAuley and
Mother of Mercy visited with several Sisters of
Mercy, as part of the Cincinnati chapter of “Alive
in Mercy” (AIM). is group helps young women
become more familiar with the Sisters of Mercy
and their ministries. ey enjoyed refreshments
and had fun getting to know each other!



McAuley alumnae and friends and their little girls had a
wonderful time at the Christmas Tea party in December. ey
enjoyed cras, Christmas songs by McAuley’s Vocal Ensemble,
raffle prizes, goodie bags, and a visit from some special guests!  

McAuley High School
Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy
6000 Oakwood Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45224
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