


Dearest Alumnae

and Friends,

Oh, how lucky I was to

be a part of a most

exhilarating “Opening

Day” at McAuley High

School.  From sage

teachers to anxious

freshmen, the butterflies

and jitters were present as we entered the school.

Seconds later, hugs, high-fives and laughter filled

the sparkling halls.   The energy and excitement are

difficult to surpass.  True to our mission, this all

girls’ Catholic high school began with the Mass of

the Assumption.  Campus Minister, Pat Klus, had as

his theme for the call to worship “New

Opportunities/Beginnings.”  His captivated audience

smiled as he related his mom’s annual speech

starting a new school year, as their parents had that

morning.  Imagine the surprise and joy when he

welcomed his mom, Mrs. Nancy Klus, to the stage

to share her own “New Opportunities/Beginnings”

speech.  It set the tone for a beautiful Eucharistic

celebration that ended with students’ arms around

each other as they proudly sang McAuley’s alma

mater.  We left the Mass with a call to go forward

and make this our best year yet.

Continuously improving the quality of our

educational programs at McAuley is essential for us

to be a leader in the Cincinnati community and to

continue to be a school of excellence.  We initiate

this school year with some new beginnings as well:

1. “Stewarding the Mission – Sisters of Mercy

Education in Cincinnati” is a collaborative plan

among the Sisters of Mercy – South Central

Community, school board members, and

administrators from Mother of Mercy High

School and McAuley High School to have both

schools thrive.  The very deliberate and studied

approach will assist both schools to achieve

their highest level of vitality with the desire to

enhance awareness of Mercy charism and

tradition.  We are thrilled to be working on a

plan that will make Sisters of Mercy education

the number one choice in Cincinnati!

2. While McAuley’s Vocal Ensemble earned the

title of National Champion in 2009, they have

recently won the new title of Silver Medalist in

the World!!  

3. New beginnings also finds us with a new

“Activity Period,” and school now starts at 8:10

a.m. with the first class of the day.  The 20-

minute activity time increases opportunities for

class meetings, family activities, club events,

and extension of assemblies.  Flexibility in the

school’s schedule allows an enhancement in

spiritual, student, and leadership development.

School dismisses at 2:40 p.m. each Monday to

give increased time for greater collaboration

among faculty.  “The Brilliance of Balance” is

better achieved with our new activity time.

4. Thirty-five student ambassadors developed

their leadership skills on August 6th at Camp

Kern.  We continue to send our students to

leadership workshops throughout the school

year.  As esteemed alumnae, who are leaders in

our world, you know how important it is to

nurture compassionate leaders following in the

footsteps of our foundress Catherine McAuley.

Let us enthusiastically adopt our new beginnings

while continuing to embrace the values and charism

of Catherine McAuley and our beloved Sisters of

Mercy.  None of this is possible without God’s

blessing, your prayers, and the community who

gives us their time, talent and treasures.  You are all

our shining stars for enabling young women’s

dreams to come true. 

With love & gratitude,

Cheryl A. Sucher

President
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Service and immersion trips encourage students to get outside of their comfort zones and into the

often harsh realities of communities around the world. Too many high school and college students

fail to immerse themselves even in their local communities, while they are safely tucked away in

classrooms. Although there are many students that study abroad in other countries, they often stay

together with their fellow Americans in their “comfort bubbles.” McAuley helps its young women

get involved in local Cincinnati communities through Key Club which sponsors many service

opportunities. The summer service and immersion trips that McAuley offers have the goal of

social justice enlightenment and action, giving students a chance to serve in communities around

the country and beyond.

McAuley’s Service and Immersion Program began in 2002-03 when seniors from both McAuley

and LaSalle strived to bring immersion trips to their schools.  They wanted to give McAuley and

LaSalle students the chance to be a part of a mission helping others in impoverished areas of the

world.  Because of their hard work, many meetings, and dedication, students were able to have a

joint McAuley/LaSalle immersion trip to Honduras in June 2003 with 15 students from each

school.  Gina Keith ‘93, Service Coordinator, says that most of the service ideas at McAuley come

from the students. The service is very “student led” and Gina is there to help their ideas become

reality.  When asked about the purpose of immersion trips, Gina says that these trips help

jumpstart a life of service.  As we hear over and over again from participants, service and

immersions “positively impact the students even more than the people they helped.” 

One of these life-changing trips is Give Kids the World (GKTW) in Florida.  The village was

founded by Henri Landwirth, a holocaust survivor.  He wanted to start a place for children where

they did not have to lose their childhood to illness, like he lost his childhood to the Holocaust.

Children with life-threatening diseases come to GKTW village with their families for a free

vacation.

Patty Thomas ‘77, library aide and study hall proctor, traveled with McAuley students to GKTW in

2011.  Patty says that the best part of the trip was seeing how the girls from McAuley interacted

with the children.  The happiness that both the students and children experienced “cannot be put

into words.”  Doing service in another area of the country is different because it’s not something

you see every day and you are thrown into a new culture.  At GKTW, children come from all over

the world, so this is a service experience unlike any other.  Patty says “GKTW is truly a joyful place

where kids are not simply patients getting poked with needles by doctors. They are just kids

having fun.” Fall 2012  5

A Different Kind
of Summer: Service
and Immersion Trips
by Cassie Brakers ‘11

Summer: a time for students to hang out with friends, soak up the sun, work a

summer job, and relax as much as possible. It is a time to unwind from the recent

school year and have fun. However, some McAuley High School students

experience a different definition of fun and a very different kind of summer. For a

couple weeks each summer, mission teams from McAuley are sent on service and

immersion trips. Since 2003, McAuley students have been to Honduras, Jamaica,

Mexico, Montana, Appalachia, Over the Rhine, and Kissimmee, Florida, providing

a variety of services to local communities. The effect of these trips is unique to each

individual, but all who participate are transformed for the better through the people

they help and the relationships they develop with one another.



Another McAuley staff member, Connie Helmers, has been to

Give Kids the World three times. When asked what she did on

her most recent trip, Connie exclaimed, “We did everything!”

Connie and the students ran most of the facilities from

working in the Gingerbread House, which is where the

children and their families came to get their meals every day,

to cleaning up after fun events and activities.  Connie says “I

wanted to go on the trip because I needed something else in

my life. I needed to give back to others.” 

Current student Lauren Odioso ‘14 was chosen for this

summer’s trip to Give Kids the World. Reflecting on her

experience, she says, “While most teens were snoozing away

the beginning of their summer, McAuley High School’s service

and immersion team was making a difference down in

Orlando, Florida.  Ten McAuley girls and two team leaders

volunteered at Give Kids the World.  We helped with a variety

of activities and chores, such as serving food, helping children

making their stars in the castle, helping with meet and greets

with Mickey, Minnie, and Santa Claus, and truly making their

dreams come true.” 

McAuley students have also traveled to Jamaica to volunteer at

two schools: Alpha Boys’ School and St. John Bosco Boys’

Home.  St. John Bosco, directed by Sr. Susan Frazer, RSM ’66,

is a home for 150 boys, ages 3 to 16 that also operates a school

with classes from Kindergarten through Grade 5, plus a trade

school program for older students.  The focus of the school

curriculum is on remedial learning, as many of the children

have attended very little school until they arrive at St. John

Bosco, and are often illiterate.  It is the school’s goal to put the

boys on a path of success, away from a life of poverty.  Teacher

Greg Niehaus has accompanied students twice in recent years

and described all they are able to do in Jamaica – from fixing

cafeteria benches, celebrating birthdays, playing board games,

soccer and cricket with the boys, reading to them, or just

“doing whatever needs to be done.”

Students on the 2011 service and immersion trip to Jamaica

picked Mahatma Ghandi’s quote as their theme “Be the change

you wish to see in the world,” and feel that best describes their

experiences. Katlyn Klare ‘11 was one of the McAuley students

on that trip and she says, “It truly was a life changing

experience that I don’t know how you could ever forget.  I

learned so much about who I was and who I wanted to be.

Jamaica is such a beautiful country full of loving people that

welcome you with open arms.  People would always tell me

how much what we were doing had changed these kids’ lives,

and I don’t think anyone will understand that it was the other

way around; they sure left their mark on us.” 

McAuley initiated another service and immersion experience this summer with the Christian Appalachian Program.  Angela Ross,

guidance counselor, volunteered her time and services to the program, which occurred in Grey Hawk, Kentucky.  Much of the

volunteers’ time was spent restructuring buildings; McAuley students helped to replace unstable support poles and to rebuild a

ramp for the house of an elderly gentleman named Junior.  Needless to say, their help was very appreciated!  Though it may just

seem like construction work, it means so much more when you are directly helping those in need.  Angela says, “It’s not always

what you give, but what you get in return.  These trips make you look at the world differently.”  When asked about the impact of

the trip on the students, Angela said “not only did they pick up new construction skills, but they also have this experience to look

back on for the rest of their lives!  We met so many new and interesting people, and it gives you a whole new outlook on life.”

My Experience at

Give Kids 
by Jennifer Rosenacker ‘11
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Give Kids the World is a very

special place where I was given

an opportunity to do

something.  Rather than

preparing for an ordinary senior

trip after graduating in 2011, I

was packing for a life-changing

experience.  Upon departure, I

was ready to go make a

difference and help others, but I

was unprepared for how much they were going to help me in

return.  The village itself is a breathtaking sight with its

extravagantly decorated buildings filled with every child’s

dream from a talking pillow tree, ice cream any time of the

day, and a gingerbread house to eat in!

During our stay, we had two shifts a day in different areas of

the village.  For my second day, I worked in Amberville,

which has an arcade, putt putt, and a giant train track.

There I met a 15-year-old boy named Shane who sat outside

near the ping pong table, asking anyone who walked by if

they’d play with him.  When another volunteer arrived to

hold down the fort, I went outside to take on his challenge.

We played for hours!  We continued this almost every night

until the end of our stay.  He told me I had to go to Hawaii

(his home) and visit him again one day where we will have a

rematch!  Another day I met a five-year-old boy named Ben.

It was a moment I will never forget.  Ben walked in with his

family and instead of asking one of his three older siblings,

he came up to me and said “Excuse me, ma’am.  My name is

Benjamin, but you can call me Ben if you’d like.  Would you

please play Wii baseball with me?”  I think I just stood there

in awe at his maturity and politeness at such a young age.

“No one can do everything,  



C a m p u s  C a m e o
Mrs. Pat Basler

When did you start
teaching at McAuley?
What subjects have you
taught over the years?

I started at McAuley in 1985. In
those years, I have taught
Government and AP Government,
US History, History of Cincinnati,
Law, American Perspectives, World
History, and Modern American
Issues.

What do you enjoy most
about teaching?

I most enjoy the interaction with
my students when we really get good discussions of current events and politics
going. It’s fantastic to see students engaged in the important issues of the day.
I’ve also enjoyed moderating Mock Trial for over 20 years. I enjoy hearing from
former students who have become lawyers as well as other great professionals.

What are some of the biggest changes you’ve witnessed
at McAuley over the years?

The expansion of technology has had the greatest effect. There are now many
more ways for students to learn material and present class projects. One of my
favorite projects occurs when students use Photostory to develop their own 30-
second political commercials. Some of them have been very creative and clever.

How have your students changed over the years?

I don’t really think they have changed that much in their basic thirst for
knowledge. McAuley students have always been very respectful and in general
they are hard workers. One big change is that they talk less and text more!

How do you spend your summers?

Now that my son is away at college, I have a lot more time to myself. In June, I
generally get ready for the next school year. Last year I went on a mission trip
with students to Jamaica. Every morning I walk for an hour, and often in the
afternoon I go swimming, always with a book in my hand. Obviously I like to
travel. Some of my favorite places to go are Washington D.C., the Jersey Shore,
and Norris Lake. I love the water!

Are there any funny McAuley memories or stories you
want to share?

I remember many years ago, I had terrible back pain for almost six weeks. Of
course I didn’t want to call in sick, so I did back exercises in the conference
room across the hall during my free periods. One bell I actually taught a class
flat on my back because it helped relieve the pain. Jamie Reindl ‘97, who was
my student at the time, often reminds me about that class. They may have
thought I was a little wacky.

Another funny memory was in 2009 when my 4th bell class made a special
Book of Bas and presented it to me at the end of the year. It consisted of funny
and weird things that I had said throughout the year along with their creative
doodles and things they had learned. The book was put together by Jenna Cost
’09, and it is a prized possession. Quite a few people have laughed heartily
reading it.

 the World
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While setting up the game, the option came up to choose

whether we were left or right-handed.  He started to choose

right, but then looked at me and said “Oh, I need to change

that.  A few years ago, the doctors found a tumor in my

brain.  Ever since then, I have had to learn how to do

everything with my left hand, because my right side does

not work properly anymore.”  Needless to say, he beat me

big time!  

After my experiences at Give Kids the World Village, I

realized how most of us take our health for granted and

often worry so much about things that do not matter in the

big picture.   Something as simple as a ping pong match, a

Wii baseball game, a dance, or even a smile can bring a

great amount of hope and happiness to these determined

children and their families.  The one thing that inspired me

the most was that every child I met was polite, grateful,

positive, and had an endless array of smiles.  Those children

taught me to appreciate everything, that there is a positive

in every situation, and to never ever stop smiling.   

 but everyone can do something.”

All of these trips provide McAuley students with opportunities

to see the world in a different light, while offering service to

those in need.  Participation gives students and faculty a

chance to live the charism and values of the Sisters of Mercy.

It’s a time for direct service, combined with reflection on how

our perspectives and hearts are touched by others.  Through

these service and immersion trips, the McAuley community

exemplifies what Catherine McAuley once said: “Our name is

mercy; our spirit is compassion.”  Ultimately, these service and

immersion trips provide a different kind of summer for

students, and it is one they will never forget.
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Thank you to our retiring faculty and staff for a combined 148

years of service to McAuley!  Pictured from L to R: Mrs. Barb

Hekler, Mrs. Char Fey, Mrs. Cathie Barkley, Mrs. Sue Ward, and

Mrs. Elma Nichols.  Not pictured: Mr. Elmer Sheridan.

McAuleyToday

As part of a long-standing McAuley tradition, the class of 2012

celebrated a special morning last May with their mothers.  After

Mass, moms and daughters gathered for a delicious brunch

hosted by the Mom & Dad’s Club.  The legacies are pictured

with their alumnae mothers and listed here. 

Kristin Alverson Rebecca Schultz Alverson 1984
Katarina Anhofer Jerilyn Otto Anhofer 1981
Emily Bates Jenifer Sedler Bates 1977
Jessica Beiersdorfer Lori Beiersdorfer Randolph 1983
Sarah Bepler Amy Murray Bepler 1981
Gabrielle Bolin Patricia Fleisch Bolin 1979
Cayla Brakers Cathy Colina Brakers 1978
Jordan Chard Jill Ehrhardt Chard 1985
Hailey Deyhle Lizabeth Strawser Deyhle 1981
Kristin Ernst Kathleen Wheeler Ernst 1984
Jennifer Fern Cathy Unger Fern 1983
Alodie Girmann Angela Roetting Girmann* 1986
Emily Goddard Aimee Isaacs Goddard 1981
Kelsey Heusmann Kelly Muldoon Heusmann* 1981
Olivia Jester Danielle Berlon Jester 1983
Kristen Kluener Teresa Sealschott Kluener 1987
Sara Krueger Denise Frey Krueger 1980
Jennifer Lipps Barbara Stenger Lipps 1984
Shannon O’Connell Susan Schomaker O’Connell 1988
Clarissa Otis Angela Unkrich Otis 1982
Laney Pierani Noreen Mullaney Pierani 1983
Molly Pierani Noreen Mullaney Pierani 1983
Sarah Pierce Jennifer Schneider Pierce 1985
Julie Prendergast Nancy Schlachter Prendergast 1977
Amber Raterman Mary Kluener Raterman 1986

Annual Senior Mother/Daughter
Mass & Breakfast

Olivia Rayburn Susan Elsner Rayburn 1981
Samantha Reid Jean Budke Budke 1987
Emilee Rumke Amy Schneider Rumke 1980
Joey Sabelhaus Judy Van Nottingham 1982
Cassidy Sanders Anne Miller Sanders 1978
Melissa Scherpenberg Janet Michel Scherpenberg 1978
Danielle Seiter Karen Ryan Seiter 1985
Madelynn Sillies Karen Umberg Sillies 1984
Katie Solzsmon Angela Aseere Solzsmon 1986
Rebecca Stansell Lori Streicher Stansell 1980
Abigail Thiemann Marilyn Mette Thiemann 1982
Cara Vordenberge Carolyn Fries Vordenberge 1975
Alisha Wellman Julie Gartner Wellman 1984
Rebekah West Christine Weisgerber West 1981
Zoe Widmer Margaret Roesner Widmer 1972
Hannah Zapf Susan Ingle Zapf 1983
Dorsey Ziller Susan Mitchell Ziller 1983

*deceased

On to Retirement!
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McAuley shines during
World Choir Games

In July, McAuley was honored to play a part in the

World Choir Games during its inaugural competition

in the United States.  Most groups had to apply to be a

part of this event; however, McAuley’s Vocal Ensemble and Show Choir hold such a spectacular

reputation that the World Choir Games Representatives came to us with an invitation to compete

in two areas.  McAuley’s Vocal Ensemble competed on July 5th in Youth of Equal Voices in the

Open Division and received a silver diploma.  McAuley’s Show Choir with LaSalle competed on

July 12th and won a silver medal!  McAuley students also participated in the Opening and Closing

Ceremonies, two friendship concerts, an awards ceremony, and walked in the parade of nations.

It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for these McAuley students!  

Congratulations Grads!
Congratulations to the Class of 2012, the 49th class to graduate from McAuley!   These young women are leaving McAuley with

hundreds of college credit hours earned through AP courses and partnerships with area colleges.   

Recent McAuley graduates won

millions of dollars in scholarships

and were accepted to schools

including but not limited to:

American University, Bellarmine

University, Bowling Green State

University, Butler University,

Capital University, College of

Mount St. Joseph, Columbia

College Chicago, Cornell College,

Denison University, Drexel

University, Earlham College,

Eastern Kentucky University,

Indiana University Bloomington,

Kent State University, Miami

University-Oxford, College of

Mount Saint Joseph,  Northern

Kentucky University, The Ohio

State University, Ohio University,

Purdue University, Roosevelt

University, Rose-Hulman Institute

of Technology, Savannah College

of Art & Design, University of

Alabama at Birmingham,

University of Cincinnati,

University of Dayton, University

of  Kentucky, University of

Louisville, University of Michigan,

University of Notre Dame,

University of South Carolina,

Wilmington College, Wittenburg

University, and Xavier University.  
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Future Mohawks

High School Placement Test 
Saturday, November 17, 2012 at 9:00 AM. 

Register and pay online at www.mcauleyhs.net/test2012

High School

Placement Test

Prep Class

McAuley offers a class to help 8th graders
prepare for the High School Placement Test.

The class will:
• Cover academic content that will be on the test. 

• Familiarize students with the test format.

• Teach strategies for test taking.

• Ease apprehension about the test.

Future Mohawk

Info Nights!
7th and 8th grade girls and their parents are invited to McAuley

High School to learn more about our exceptional programs!

Three info nights are offered this fall. Each will have a unique

topic including our Women In Programs, Tablet PC and

Competency to Credit advantage.

Info nights are:

November 7, 14 and 27, 7:00 PM – 8:30 p.m.  

More information and registration

available at www.mcauleyhs.net/info2012

The four class series is held at McAuley on Saturdays

(October 20, 27 and November 3, 10). The cost of the series is $60. 

Register at www.mcauleyhs.net/HSPTprep2012

Any questions?  Contact Marie Knecht, Director of Admissions,

at knechtm@live.mcauleyhs.net or 513.681.1800 x2272.
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8th Grade

Shadow Days
Come visit us! Shadowing is the best way

to experience McAuley! 8th graders will

spend a typical day with a current McAuley

student—meeting new friends, going to

classes, learning about the Tablet PC

Program and enjoying our famous cookies!

Pick from our selected shadow

days and set up your visit at

www.mcauleyhs.net/shadow

SUPER SHADOW DAYS
Monday, October 1

Tuesday, October 9

Thursday, October 18

Monday, October 22

Tuesday, October 23

Wednesday, October 24

Monday, October 29

Monday, November 5

Friday, November 9

Wednesday, November 14

Tuesday, November 20
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All About Advancement

McAuley
F U N D

THANK YOU to our amazing alumnae, parents

of alumnae, parents of students, grandparents,

employees (present and past), and special friends

who helped us exceed our McAuley Fund goal for

2011-12.  We raised just over $200,000 from

July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012.  

Last minute donations at the end of June brought in

the remaining $9,000 needed to meet the goal plus

an additional $7,000.  With that in mind, please

remember the McAuley Fund is the cornerstone of

our annual fundraising and helps fill the gap

between tuition costs and overall school expenses.

These donations are essential to our present and

future at McAuley.  As we enter another school

year, you will be asked to renew your gift or maybe

even give for the first time.  

New this year is a Monthly Giving Program whereby

your credit card can be charged each month

(minimum of $10) for an ongoing gift to the

McAuley Fund.  Each gift has an impact and we use

the McAuley Fund to maintain our beloved school

each year while forging ahead in the next 50 years of

our future.  

Your Donation Makes a Difference

• $10 per month underwrites online reference

materials used in the library.

• $20 per month purchases supplies for the Women

In program.

• $50 per month supports wireless access at school.

• $75 per month underwrites expenses for the

freshman day of reflection.

• $100 per month supports a student in the work

study program for an entire year.

Join the Monthly Giving Program online at

www.mcauleyhs.net/monthlygivingprogram.

www.mcauleyhs.net
Have you visited McAuley’s website lately?

Starting on July 1, www.mcauleyhs.net has a new

look!  For alumnae, the website provides

information about upcoming events, including

reunions.  It also highlights photos such as the

ones from the Alumnae Father/Daughter Dance,

which can be found in the Media Gallery.  

If you move or change your name, be sure and

update your information on the alumnae page. 

If you include your e-mail address, you can be

updated with informative e-newsletters about

events and happenings.  



Alumnae
Father/Daughter Dance
Thanks to all our alumnae and their fathers who danced

the night away once again.  We had alumnae representing

each decade from the 1960s to the 2010s!  
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Jill Hungler
Schlotman ‘01
Memorial Walk

for Cancer
Awareness

September 30, 2012
At McAuley

9 a.m. – registration
9:30 a.m. – walk begins

Join the McAuley community in memory of

our loved ones who have passed away.  Walk

with us to honor alumnae, parents, and

special friends who have lost their battles

with cancer.  The walk does not have a

registration fee, but we will be collecting

donations for the Jill Hungler Schlotman ‘01

Memorial Scholarship.  The goal is to raise

$7,000 in the next two years to endow the

scholarship.  Pets and strollers are welcome.  

If you are not able to join us for the walk but

would like to give to Jill’s scholarship,

online donations can be made at

www.mcauleyhs.net/walk. 

This is a special invitation for all McAuley women:
little girls, mothers, grandmothers, aunts.

Dress in your holiday finery and join us for our

Christmas Tea Party
Saturday, December 1, 2012
1-2:30 p.m. in McAuley’s café

Enjoy our version of afternoon high tea featuring finger sandwiches,
delectable desserts, Christmas carols, and children’s activities.

$15 (adults), $10 (little girls), free (dolls) 
Purchase tickets by December 1st by paying online at

www.mcauleyhs.net/tea2012 or mailing a check with the form below

First Last Maiden, if McAuley alum Grad Yr

Little girls

First Last Age

First Last Age

First Last Age

____  adults @ $15 =_______ ____ little girls @ $10 =_______

E-mail Phone

Please make checks payable to: McAuley High School, 6000 Oakwood Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45224

You’re invited!

Athletics Thanks to all alumnae who played and

supported lacrosse, soccer, and volleyball!

Alumnae Activities
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Alumnae Activities

Class of 1987

25-year 
October 13, 2012 at 7 p.m.

Join us at Marty’s Hops & Vines 

6110 Hamilton Ave. in College Hill

Questions?  Contact Trisha Deidesheimer

at deidesheimertrisha@gmail.com

Class of 2007

5-year
September 28, 2012

Gangsters Dueling Piano Bar

in Newport, KY

Join the Facebook group

“McAuley Class of 2007 Five Year

Reunion”

Or e-mail Emily Mouch at

emilymouch@gmail.com

or Karli Lindeman at

kslindeman2@gmail.comR
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Class of
1982

Thanksgiving
Memorial

Mass
Tuesday,

November 20, 2012

At 8:30 a.m.
We invite all alumnae and families of

alumnae to celebrate the school’s

Thanksgiving Mass.  Anyone who has

lost a graduate in the last year is

encouraged to attend this Mass in

memory of their loved one.  We will

light a candle for each alumna who

passed away in the last year, and the

candles will be presented to family

members at the end of Mass.  

Please contact Lisa Starkey at

starkeyl@live.mcauleyhs.net

if you are attending.  

Members of the Class of 1982 gathered over the summer

for their 30-year reunion. 

We thank them for their generous donations to McAuley!
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1970’s
Terri Meyer Blosser ’72, after many years of teaching English at
Chenango Valley High School in Binghampton, New York, is happily retired
and enjoying a life with no essays to grade. Her husband passed away
quite unexpectedly in July 2011 while vacationing in Thailand, so her life
has changed drastically. Terri shares, “I serve my parish in many varied
capacities, most importantly as a commissioned Lay Minister of Liturgy. It
is, in large, thanks to the wonderful people at McAuley that I have a strong
faith and closeness to God.”

Sherre Prendergast Freed ’79 has been married for 27 years to Larry
and has five children: Brian (32), Nicole (25), Tiffany (24), Shanna (23), and
Allie (22), and two granddaughters. She has recently lost 55 pounds and
writes that she has never felt healthier, after making the conscious decision
to stop eating meat and to “live off the land.” She had also formerly
battled depression, which is now in her past. Sherre is in the beginning
stages of writing a self-help journey book, along with contributions from a
vegan friend. It will contain her story of success and happiness, along with
recipes and food photographs.

1980’s
Libby Houser Hodapp ’89 recently joined McAuley’s staff as
McAuction Coordinator. She brings extensive event management
experience to the position. If you have donation or sponsorship ideas or
would like to volunteer for McAuction, Libby would love to hear from you.
She can be contacted at hodappl@live.mcauleyhs.net or 681-1800 x1117.

1990’s
Amy Grubbs Bibee ’93 is currently working as the corporate marketing
manager for the Hubert Company in Harrison, Ohio. She has been with
Hubert since graduating from Miami University in 1997. Amy and her
husband Dan celebrated their 15-year wedding anniversary on May 24,
2012 and, four days later on May 28, (Memorial Day) welcomed their first
child, a son, Grant Matthew Bibee. Amy writes, “It’s been an exciting
summer!”

Robyn Wissel Novak ’95 currently works as Creative Managing
Director at FRCH Design Worldwide, designing retail environments for
domestic and international brands. She and husband Ron welcomed their
first child, Ryan James, last Christmas Eve. The family lives in Cincinnati.

Christa Peet Meyer ’95 and her husband of 11 years, Ken, have four
children Zachary (6), Alex (4), Anna (2) and Lauren (7 months.)

Rachel Ernst ‘97 is living a happy and full life, pursuing her passion with
the 2011 launch of her life coaching and personal transformation business,
Aurorae (www.rachelernst.org). As a life coach, Rachel works with clients
as they overcome obstacles to build lives of greater happiness and
satisfaction. “It is an incredible gift to share in someone’s journey toward
transformation, and I am so blessed to do this work that I love.” Rachel
also teaches sociology and professional development at a local college and
sews custom superhero capes for kids, pets, and grown-ups, too
(www.superheroescapes.com)! Rachel and Brad enjoy camping, game
nights, and visiting their families.

Sarah Cook Coons ’98 has been married to Doug, since 2008. They
have a daughter, Rachel Aileen, who will be three in December and
welcomed a new addition to their family, James Lester, in April. Sarah
earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in early childhood education from
the University of Cincinnati and was a teacher in the Northwest Local
School District for five years. Since 2009, she has been a school intervention
coordinator in the Cancer and Blood Diseases Institute at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital. She works as a liaison between a patient’s family,
medical team, and school, when a child is diagnosed with a brain tumor to
ensure the child continues to have a positive school experience. Outside of
work, she enjoys spending time with family, traveling, swimming, skiing and
reading.

Jennifer Gellenbeck Strong ’98 recently had her fourth child, Olivia
Sara, on April 24. She now has two sons and two daughters. Jennifer
taught fifth grade at St. James School for the past eight years and has
decided to stay at home to be with her children.

Emily Heesten Chopelas ’99, after several international mission trips,
working as a flight attendant for Continental Airlines and in reservations for
Delta Airlines, and running her husband’s restaurant in Corpus Christi,
Texas, has relocated and settled down back in Cincinnati. In January 2012,
she became co-owner of Market Side Mercantile in the heart of the
Northside area of Cincinnati. Market Side Mercantile’s goal is to repurpose,
consign and redesign. Her son, Brady, is now four years old and attends
3C’s in College Hill. Emily shares, “We are so excited to be back home!”

Sarah Speicher ’99 is currently an occupational therapist at the
Cincinnati/Fort Thomas Veteran Affairs Medical Center specializing in
PTSD/TBI. She has recently been promoted to a Poly-Trauma Clinical
Specialist/Certified Brain Injury Specialist. She works in the out-patient
poly-trauma clinic and the nationally recognized residential program as well
as the eye clinic and Domiciliary program for homeless veterans. She is an
active member within her professional organizations. Although she didn’t
continue with a fine arts related degree after McAuley, Sarah gets to
continue to share her passion for the fine arts through facilitation of art
expression groups and use of music for intervention options as a therapist.
Sarah has traveled with XU and Therapy Missions to Guatemala and China
to share therapy in underserved parts of the world. She is an active
triathlete, completing two full Ironman races over the past few years, as
well as many shorter distance events. She competed as part of Team USA
in the International Triathlon Union Long Distance World Championships,
which took place in Spain in July. Sarah backpacked around Spain and
France for a few weeks after the race. She is also an active volunteer with
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, the Northern KY Annual Conference
Planning Committee, and has helped with fundraising efforts for Team In
Training, TriSoldier Project, and Wounded Warrior Project over the past few
years. Sarah shares, “McAuley gave me the foundation to develop my skills
and passion to help others as a productive and loving member of society.
Mrs. Kramig strengthened my confidence to express myself and use my
creativity with art. Spending time in Senior Studio was always like a retreat
for me. Now I get to create retreat-like situations through sensory
experiences for others. McAuley is a great place to facilitate lifelong
personal growth.”

McAuleyMilestones



Golden Guardian
Angels

Please join President Cheryl Sucher in prayer to thank God as McAuley has

truly been blessed.  We had 18 current students who needed emergency

funding to allow them to return for the 2012-13 school year.  In less than

three weeks, generous donors who received the plea for help responded

quickly with donations totaling over $60,000, which enabled all of the 18

fantastic young women to return to McAuley for opening day on

Wednesday, August 15.  These young lives will continue to be nurtured in

faith development and values for a lifetime because of McAuley’s Golden

Guardian Angels.  We are so grateful for these benefactors:  

Fall 2012  17

2000’s
Christina Wittmeyer ’01 is engaged to Matthew Yockey, a LaSalle
graduate. They are planning an October 13 wedding.

Mary Boeddeker ’07 has started her own children’s clothing company,
mary helen clothing. Mary shares, “I know that clothes can change a girl’s
mood, image, and self-esteem. By feeling beautiful in what they wear and
being encouraged to express themselves, girls will learn how to move
forward in life with their heads held high, and a great collection of bright,
fun clothing to pass on to their little sisters.” Check out
www.maryhelenclothing.com.

Kristen Koenig ’08 was featured last spring in a Cincinnati Enquirer
article about human remains found in an old cemetery that was under
Washington Park in downtown Cincinnati. She was a biology student at
the College of Mount St. Joseph and studied the bones that were found
during the excavation.

2010’s
Cassie Brakers ’11 and Jennifer Rosenacker ’11 both served as
interns in McAuley’s Advancement Office over the summer. They were
tremendous assets in completing projects such as creating a newsletter for
prospective students, writing articles for this issue of TIES, preparing
mailings, and entering information in the alumnae database.

Olivia Jester ’12 has been selected as one of the top 100 female soccer
players in the country, to attend a three-day National Final Camp at the
Nike World Headquarters Campus in Beaverton, Oregon. From the camp,
Nike will select a final team of girls that will participate in an international
soccer experience. Olivia was a four-year, varsity starter at McAuley, played
her club soccer with the Ohio Elite Soccer Academy, and will be continuing
her academic and soccer career at the University of Kentucky.

To have your update or announcement published in the Ties, please email the information to
dietrichk@mcauleyhs.net or send the following form to Kathy Dietrich, McAuley Advancement Office,
6000 Oakwood Ave., Cincinnati, OH  45224 or FAX (513) 681-1802.

Keep in
Touch!

Anonymous

Craig Benedict

Audrey and Tim Burda

Felicia and Bob Burger

Chemed Foundation 

Ruth J. & Robert A. Conway
Foundation

Julie and James Coughlin III

Elaine and Jim Day 

Dennis and Lois Doyle
Foundation

Sue and Bill Effler

Diane and Jerry Eisele

Mary and Ray Evers

Betty Ann Freemal

Saundra Gerber

Cathy (Burger) Gray

Joyce and Carl Greber

Ruth and Rich Harmeyer

Ed and Joann Hubert
Family Foundation 

Karen and Butch Hubert

Diana Jaeger

Diane and Jim Jones

Larry Kelly

Karen and Dan Klare

Richard (Dick) Miller

Cindy and Greg Olson

Mary and Jack Richter

Mary and Tim Riordan

Margie and Bob Ruffing

Susan and Alan Schell

Jan and Norb Schmid

Terry and Steve Schrantz

Sisters of Mercy – McAuley Convent

Betty and Bill Small

Shelley Stanley

Carol and Ken Stecher

Beverly Stull

Cheryl and Ray Sucher

Fredrick Weber

Sandy and Dave Westerbeck



18   mcauleyhs.net

RECENT WEDDINGS 
Our best wishes to all the newlywed
couples:

Michelle Luken ’02 to Paul New, 5.19.12
Kelly Kalb ‘05 to Michael Moyer, 8.25.12
Megan Miller ’05 to Dusty Israel, 5.12.12
Jacquelyn Valentine ‘05 to Craig Welsh, 6.23.12

RECENT BIRTHS
Our congratulations to the parents
of these newest members of the McAuley
family:

Lori Lahmann Carr, ’90,
boy, Gavin Wey, 9.9.11

Amy Grubbs Bibee ’93,
boy, Grant Matthew, 5.28.12

Christa Peet Meyer ’95,
girl, Lauren Elizabeth, 1.21.12

Robyn Wissel Novak ’95,
boy, Ryan James, 12.24.11

Lorraine Schnier Effler ’97,
boy, Erich Nicholas, 6.23.12

Sarah Cook Coons ’98,
boy, James Lester, 4.27.12

Jennifer Gellenbeck Strong ’98,
girl, Olivia Sara, 4.24.12

Erin Griffin Stautberg ’00,
boy, Connor Thomas, 5.1.12

Kelly Weisgerber Besl ’00,
boy, Colin Daniel, 5.1.12

Joanna Effler Seipelt ’01,
girl, Chloe Josephine, 7.5.12

Chrissy Lachmann Oehler ’01,
boy, Jonathan Albert (Jack), 6.13.12

Megan McCabe Davidson ’01,
girl, Hannon Grace, 6.17.11

Megan McCabe Davidson ’01,
boy, Declan Nicholas, 5.22.12

Lori Fath Backus ’03,
girl, Anna Katherine, 11.18.11

OUR SYMPATHY
Please remember the family and friends of
the following alumnae in your prayers:

On the Death
of their Sons... 
Jane Miller Maier ‘65

Sandy Ruhe Reed ‘75

Erin Matson Reder ‘99

On the Death
of their Mothers... 
June Aufderheide Rohling ‘65

Patricia Wolf Effler ‘69

Molly Donahue Caldwell ‘86

Cathleen Donahue Maidlow ‘90

Paula Jayne
Hoffman Olson ‘64

June 9, 2012

Bonnie Lynn
Stapleton Taylor ‘65

June 5, 2012

Special friend of McAuley, Sister Margaret Ann

Schellenberger, R.S.M., passed away on June 17, 2012.  

Deepest sympathy is extended also to Sister Marjorie

Rudemiller, R.S.M, on the deaths of her dearest sister

and precious aunt this past summer.
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SEPTEMBER

24
Mercy Day Mass

9:45 a.m.

OCTOBER

14
Open House,

11 a.m. Mass,

12-2:30 p.m. Tours

15-19
Bold & Gold Week

25
Women Who Inspire

NOVEMBER

7
Future Mohawk Info Night

7-8:30 p.m.

14
Future Mohawk Info Night

7-8:30 p.m.

16-18
Fall Play

A Little Princess 

17
High School

Placement Test, 9 a.m. 

20
Thanksgiving Memorial

Mass, 8:30 a.m. 

27
Future Mohawk Info Night

7-8:30 p.m.

DECEMBER

1
Christmas Tea,

1-2:30 p.m.

3-5
Winter Phonathon

5
Reconciliation

16
Christmas Concert

6:30 p.m.

McAuley CALENDAR:
Upcoming Alumnae and School Events 

Make your reservations
now for the Christmas Tea
December 1, 2012!

Purchase tickets by November 26th
by paying online at  

www.alumnae.mcauleyhs.net/tea2012
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McAuley High School, a comprehensive Catholic school for young women sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the

Americas, is committed to quality education and personal growth within a caring, Christ-centered community.

Faithful to the Gospel and the charism, core values, and traditions of Mercy, McAuley’s essential activity is to

create an environment designed to help each young woman develop her intellect, gifts, and talents. M
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Do you know the year of
McAuley’s last outdoor graduation?
E-mail foleyb@live.mcauleyhs.net with the answer!


